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I. 


Tris now time to return to the caſtle, 

and review the tranſactions that had 
paſſed within its walls, excluſive of 
that in which Conrad had been a principal 
and an unfortunate actor, from the pe- 
riod when Matilda retired to her apart- 
ment, anxiouſly expecting the hour that 
was to witneſs her deliverance from cap- 
tivity, In walking from the breakfaſt- 
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room to her own chamber, ſhe happened 
to take her handkerchief from her poc- 
ket, and unconſciouſly pulled out along 
with 1t the note conveyed to her by Con- 
rad, which without her knowledge, dropt 
upon the floor. Shortly after Marianne 
being a little indiſpoſed, quitted the 
apartment where her companions were 
engaged in converſation, and proceeding 
through the paſſage, perceived the note 
which had been accidentally left there by 
Matilda: having taken it from the ground 
ſhe ſoon diſcovered the contents, but was 
unable to aſcertain for whom the note 
had been intended, as no name was viſi- 
ble, and it might have been dropt either 
by Matilda, or one of thofe now in the 
breakfaſt-room. Marianne repaired to her 
chamber, which was on the lower floor, 
and revolving in her mind the informa- 
tion and inſtructions contained in the 


note, 


1 
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note, perceived in them the means of 
facilitating her own eſcape from a capti- 
vity ſhe deteſted, and a tyrant ſhe loath- 
ed and deſpiſed. 

Her father was a peaſant upon the 
eſtate of the Baron, and Jaques who had 
Juſt before entered into his ſervice, hav- 
ing accidentally ſeen her, when ſhe was 
about twelve years of age, at a period 
when to the moſt captivating beauty, ſhe 
added a delicate ſhape and elegant form, 


pourtrayed her charms to his maſter in 


ſuch faſcinating colours, that the latter 
gave him a carte blanche to make uſe of 
every means he thought likely to ſucceed 
in obtaining her for him, from her pa- 
rents. The obſequious ſervant, think- 
ing an offer of money the moſt likely to 
the attainment of his object, made a li- 
beral propoſal to her father, who tempted 
by the magnitude of the ſum, ſacrificed 

1 parental 
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parental duty to ſordid gain, and baſely 
ſtruck a bargain for the ſale of his daugh- 
ter to the Baron de Umfteville, in con- 
fideration of the gold that Jaques had 
agreed to pay him. The agreement was 
imparted to the mother; but maternal 
affection was not to be ſo eaſily ſtifled in 
her boſom, ſhe ſtamped, and raved and 
cried at what ſhe denominated the baſe- 
neſs, and the wickedneſs of the act, but 
the father was an abſolute tyrant, and 

his wife was compelled to obey. 
Marianne was conveyed by her parents 
to the caſtle of Umfreville, which was 
now to become her priſon, about the 
time when the daughter of the Baron 
was ſtolen. Here ſhe was educated ex- 
preſsly for the purpoſes of her haughty 
and libidinous maſter, and had remained 
ever ſince a priſoner in the Eaſt Tower 
of his manſion, bereft of all hope of de- 
| | liverance. 
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liverance. The unnatural conduct of her 
parents had completely alienated her af- 
fections, and thus ſhe felt not the leaſt 
deſire to go in ſearch of them, after her 
eſcape, even had there been no danger of 
her being diſcovered at their reſidence, 
where ſhe would moſt likely be ſought on 
her flight being perceived. Had ſhe 
however, inſtituted an enquiry concern- 
ing them, it would have proved fruit- 
leſs,. as they left that part of the country 
almoſt immediately after the event of her 
conveyance to the caſtle, and had not 
ſince been heard of. I, 

Though educated for the purpoſes of 
voluptuous ſenſuality, and remaining for 
more than eighteen years a ſubmiſlive 
ſlave to the paſſions of the Baron, ſhe 
fill ardently deſired once more to breathe 
the air of liberty; and whilſt the love of 
chaſtity and honour was extin& in her 
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boſom, a repugnance to the tyranny of 
which ſhe had been ſo long a victim, 
was continually preſent to her mind, 
and ſhe now eagerly ſeized the opportu- 
nity of eſcape, which had ſo unexpect- 
edly offered itſelf. Returning to the 
room, where her companions in capti- 
vity were ſtill aſſembled, ſne pleaded ex- 
treme indiſpoſition, and ſignifying her 
determination of retiring to her apart - 
ment, for the purpoſe of obtaining ſleep, 
which ſhe thought likely to relieve her, 
immediately repaired thither. Anxiouſly 
liſtening, ſhe at length heard footſteps 
aſcending the ſtairs without, and locking 
the door of her apartment, and convey- 
ing the key into her pocket, as directed 
by the note, ſhe immediately proceeded 
to that leading to the ſubterranean apart- 
ments, and was ſoon in the arms of Con- 
rad, | 
In 
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In the mean time Arthur de Umfre- 
ville reflecting upon what was now be- 
come his darling obje&, the deliverance 
of Matilda, or rather the change of one 
priſon for another, which was all he de- 
ſigned her, revolved in his mind the ſi- 
tuation of the ſubterranean paſſages he 
had explored in company with Conrad, 
and now recollected and lamented that 
the latter was in poſſeſſion of the keys 
which had ſucceeded in opening all the 
doors that were now in the way, but 
poſſeſſing a large aſſortment, he did not 
doubt he might ſtill be able to pro- 
ceed alone through the paſſages and pri- 
vate door, but that leading to the Eaſt 
Tower remained an obſtacle, on account 
of the bolts which faſtened it within; but 
conſidering their ſituation, he thought it 
poſſible to cut them through with little 
noiſe, and thus remove the only impe- 
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diment that remained: but a bar to his. 
views was ſtill left behind, which could 
not be removed with ſo little difficulty; 
this was the ignorance of Matilda rela- 
tive to the efforts that were making for 
her releaſe. To advance into the tower 
after cutting the bolts, and unlocking the 
door, would be pregnant with danger to 
himſelf, and doubtful in its tendency to- 
wards effecting his object. At length, 
wearied by the conſideration of fruitleſs 
plans, he determined again to explore the 
ſubterranean paſſages, and try again to open 
the loeks of thoſe doors himſelf and Conrad 
had relocked, which were only the private 
one, that which led to the dungeons from 
the body of the caſtle, and that at the far- 
ther end leading to the Eaſt Tower; 
thus making the way thither clear, and 
removing all obſtacles to the execution of 
any plan he might endeavour to carry 

| | Into. 


THE MYSTERIOUS SEALs 9 


into effect for the purpoſe of reſcuing 
Matilda. At this moment it darted acroſs 
his mind, that having deceived his fa- 
ther into a belief of his joining in the ge- 

neral opinion relative to Matilda's death, 
no ſuſpicion of his intentions would enter 
into the mind of the Baron; and by re- 
lating a plauſible tale he might obtain 
thoſe keys which the latter conſtantly kept 
in his own cuſtody, and which were the 
only keys that had ever been made to 
theſe ſubterraneous doors. Thus he would 
be enabled to check any purſuit which 
might be commenced in the dungeons, 
and before his father could reſolve on any 
plan of external purſuit, embarraſſed as 
he neceſſarily muſt be from the circum- 
| ſtances in which he was placed relative to 
Matilda, he would be enabled inthe mean 
time to convey her to ſome place of con- 
cealment entirely out of his reach. 
B55 Delighted 
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Delighted with the thought, he imme- 
diately repaired to the Baron, and ſaid, 
* am convinced, my Lord, of the ſecret 
« machinations of the Baron de Monta- 
c cute, though I am at preſent unable to 
ce develope them, and only certain of their 
ce being directed againſt your peace. I am 
* conſtantly upon the watch to diſcover 
te his intentions, and I am ſure of defeat- 
« ing him, if he dares to array his forces 
ce jn an hoſtile manner againſt your power. 
« I think, however, the mildeft puniſh- 
« ment you can inflict upon the priſoners, 
« whom it is highly probable will be taken 
« by your retainers, for that perfidy of 
ce which they are the willing inſtruments, 
« js impriſonment in the dungeons below. 
If you will grant me the keys of thoſe 
e ſubterraneous habitations, I will make 
ce them ready for their uſe.” The Baron 
was highly delighted at ſeeing his ſon thus 


take 
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take the labouring oar and relieve him 
from all the weight of buſineſs and of care; 
and acquieſcing in his ſentiments relative 
to the confinement of his enemies, tho' 
he thought it by far too mild a puniſh- 
ment, whilſt he had not the leaſt ſuſpi- 
cion of his intention, immediately gave 
him the keys, reſerving to himſelf thoſe 
appertaining to the dungeons and paſlages 
beneath the Eaſt Tower, which it was 
impoſſible for him to know or ſuſpect had 
been recently explored ; and likewiſe that 
belonging to the private door, which Ar- 
thur did not aſk for, in order to avoid in- 
curring the leaſt ſemblance of ſuſpicion. 
Thus 1n poſſeſſion of the only keys that 
really belonged to thoſe places he was 
about once more to traverſe ; he repaired 
thither, after partaking of a ſlight repaſt, 
taking with him a number of thoſe belong- 
ing to himſelf, Having tried the lock of 
B 6 the 
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the private door, and particularly remark-- 
ed the key that opened it, he proceeded” 
into the dungeons. When he had arrived 
in the ſecond large paſſage his foot ſlipt, 
and the lanthern which he held; falling 
from his hand upon the ground, it was 
broken and the light became extinguiſhed. 
Terrified at the darkneſs in which he was 
involved, he heſitated whether he ſhould 
proceed forward, or return- in fearch of 
another light, but being well acquainted 
with all the paſſages leading to the Eaſt 
Tower, at length, taking courage, he de- 
termined to proceed, and began cautiouſ- 
ly to grope his way along them. His 
footſteps in this progreſs were thoſe which 
were firſt heard by Conrad and the affright- 
ed Marianne. Arriving at the door which 
led to the apartments in the Eaſt T ower, 
he groped about for a conſiderable time; 
and at length, diſcovering the lock, he 
liſtened 
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_ Iſtened for ſome minutes, until, judging 
by the ſound; that the inhabitants of the 
place were aſſembled in the upper apart- 
ments, he tried ſeveral keys and at length 
found one which turned the lock ; but 
what was his ſurpriſe, when, without any. 
reſiſtance, the door opened; and a female 
filently precipitated. herſelf into his arms, 
Aſtoniſhed at ſo unexpected an incident, 
and ignorant whether it was Matilda whom 
he held, he became motionleſs with ſur- 
priſe; and, loſing his preſence of mind» 
forgot to relock the door. Deſcending 
the ſteps, he led her with all the caution: 
the darkneſs of the place required, through- - 
the paſſages. of the Eaſt Tower, acroſs. 
that, at the-farther end of which fat Con- 
rad and Marianne, (the latter having 
fainted, and the former in the greateſt de- 
gree of agitation,) and from thence into- 
the next parallel paſſage, In the further- 

OE moſt 


moſt dungeon of this he determined to take 
refuge with his fair companion, it being 
oppolite to the ſhort paſſage, into which, 


N 
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in caſe of danger, he might inſtantly preci- 
pitate himſelf, and make his eſcape. He 
immediately led her into this diſmal apart- 
ment, whilſt the ſtrangeneſs of the inci- 
dent ſo wholly occupied his mind, that he 
forgot to lock the doors he had paſſed ; 
which, when faſtened, would have pre- 
vented any one from the Eaſt Tower from 

arriving at the ſpot where, for a ſhort time, 
he had taken up his abode, whilſt he poſ- 
ſeſſed the only key that could enable any 


one to enter at the other door, except 


that poſſeſſed by Conrad; and it was in 


the higheſt degree improbable that he 


ſhould now make any attempt to traverſe 


the dungeons, In fitting down they ac- 
cidentally moved ſome chains remaining 


there, and the clanking of theſe were what 
* 5 had 
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had been fearfully heard by Conrad; 
whilſt Arthur ſcarcely dared to ſpeak for 
fear of being himſelf diſcovered and in- 
volved in the greateſt dangers, and whiſ- 
pered his companion to be perfectly ſi- 
lent. 

He began now ſeriouſly to reflect upon 
the ſituation in which chance had placed 
him; and having brought with him no 
diſguiſe either for himſelf, or a compa- 
nion, whom he little expected to meet 
with, and who might or might not be 
Matilda, was at a lofs how to proceed. 
To endeavour now to efcape with her by 
the private door would be an hazardous 
attempt,and not likely to ſucceed; to con- 
tinue there till night would probably ex- 
cite ſuſpicions in the breaft of the Baron, 
and an enquiry might be inſtituted, lead- 
ing to an. unpleaſant diſcovery. In this 
perplexity he remained, whilſt, at inter- 

. vals, 
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vals, he thought he heard ſome one breath+ 
ing, and once a whiſper, which created 
the utmoſt terror in his mind; and hav- 
ing early been told of the apparitions that 
haunted the Weſt Tower, his mind was 
now impreſſed with the belief that what 
he heard was the effect of ſome ſuperna- 
tural cauſe, and he did not dare to ſtir 
from the poſition he had taken. 

The fair one now by his ſide was actu- 
ally Matilda. Not poſſeſſing the advan- 
tage which Marianne had, in being only 
a ſhort diſtance from the door of deliver- 
- ance, ſhe anxiouſly waited rather beyond 

the hour at which dinner began, afraid of 
ſome one croſſing her in the paſſage, and 
diſcovering her intent. They had ſum- 
moned her to dinner, but ſhe pleaded ex- 
treme indiſpoſition, and begged to be ex- 
cuſed from complying with their requeſt. 
At length, quitting the room, the door 
of. 
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of which ſhe carefully locked, and taking 
with her the key, ſhe deſcended to the 
door from whence her eſcape was to com- 
mence, and was extremely ſurpriſed to 
find it already unbolted. She waited for 
ſome time in the moſt anxious ſuſpenſe, 
but nothing was to be heard; at length, 
ſne diſtinguiſhed the ſound of a footſtep 
aſcending the ſtairs. The heart of Ma- 
tilda palpitated with violent emotion; her 
whole frame trembled, and ſcarcely could 
ſhe ſupport herſelf when the door opened, 
and ſhe flew into the arms of him whom 
ſhe doubted not, was her beloved Con- 
rad, The darkneſs rather intimidated 
her, but the proſpe& of eſcape; and the 
fancied protection of the Lord of her af- 
fections, enlivened the gloom, and ſhe 
proceeded into the dungeon with-tolerable 
chearfulneſs, The ſilence impoſed upon 
Her by Arthur ſhe thought highly neceſ- 
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fary, and heſitated not to preſerve, The 
breathing and whiſpering which ſhe like- 
wiſe had heard conſiderably alarmed her 
with the fear of diſcovery, but ſhe was 
ſtill lent; and, truſting to the foreſight 
and talents of Conrad, looked forward 
with joyful expectation to the event of her 
- eſcape from the priſon, into which ſhe had 
been fo villainoufly entrapped. 

The Baron in the interval, having wait- 
ed for the effect of the letter which he had 
given to Matilda, and which he doubted 
not would extinguiſh in her mind all hope 
of eſcape, was now anxious to know whe- 
ther the hopeleſſneſs of her captivity had 
made any impreſſion upon her mind fa- 
vourable to his views. He ſent a female 
who was with him to ſummon Matilda to 
his preſence; who, finding the door of her 
apartment locked, and receiving no an- 
ſwer to her knock, enquired of the others 

x aſſembled 
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aſſembled in the common room, and was 
informed of her indiſpoſition. With this 
anſwer ſhe returned to the Baron, conjec- 
turing that Matilda was aſleep, Satisfied 
with it for the preſent, he waited a con- 
ſiderable time, though with much impa- 
tience, frequently ſending the above- men- | 
tioned female to knock and liſten at the 
door. Until at length, becoming ſuſpi- 
eious, he went himſelf to her apartment, 
when, finding the door locked, and being 
unable to hear her, he began to be much 
alarmed, and concluded ſhe had deſtroyed 
herſelf in deſpair. Fraught with this idea, 
he immediately determined to break open 
the door; which, with the aſſiſtance of ſe- 
-veral of the females, he effected; and now 
fully expecting to find a lifeleſs corpſe in- 
ſtead of the lovely and blooming Matilda, 
entered with a conſiderable degree of ter- 

ror, and could ſcarcely believe the evi- 
ED dence- 
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dence of his ſight, when it too plainly ap- 
peared ſhe was not in the chamber. He 
anxiouſly ſearched the room, but it was 
abſolutely impoſſible ſhe could have eſcap- 
ed by any opening there; and ſtill think- 
ing her deliverance from impriſonment 
an impoſſibility, he now concluded ſhe 
had concealed herſelf in ſome other apart- 
ment, and immediately avowed his inten- 
tion of ſearching every chamber in the 
Tower. Having looked into thoſe on 
the ſame floor without ſucceſs, he pro- 
ceeded to the ſtaircaſe, and having placed 
two females at the door he quitted, to 
prevent her returning from any apartment 
above without being diſcovered, he de- 
ſcended the ſtairs, accompanied by two 
ethers, and minutely examined the cham- 
bers ſituated on the lower floor, except 
that belonging to Marianne, which being 

. locked, 
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locked, and having heard from the fe- 
males who atrended him the tale of her 
illneſs, he did not attempt to force the 
door. Unable, however, to diſcover the 


place of Matilda's concealment, he now 


thought her concealed by Marianne in 
the apartment of the latter, and imme- 
diately determined to enter it by force, 
for the purpoſe of ſearching for her ; when, 


accidentally advancing into the paſſage 


where the door leading to the dungeons 
beneath was placed, one of his female 
attendants obſerved the bolts were puſhed 
back, and the door unlocked ; on men- 
tioning this to the Baron, he advanced 
to examine it with a large portion of 
alarm and ſurpriſe. The moſt gloomy 
ſuſpicions now occupied his imagination; 
he fancied himſelf betrayed, and ſcarcely 
dared: to look around, afraid of being 
aſſaſſinated by the very females who ſtood 

obſequiouſly 


— 


TR — 
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| obſequiouſly ſubmiſſive at his ſide. All 
| confidence fled from his mind, and he 
'v remained for ſome time in a ſtupor which 
his attendants miſtook for reflection upon 
the incident that had ſo unexpectedly 
| occurred. At length recovering a little 
q from the terror in which he had been 
i involved, he retained ſufficient preſence 
of mind to bolt again the door, for the 
purpoſe of preventing any entry from 
without; and reaſcending the ſtairs with 
his attendants, he took care to faſten that 
leading from the upper to the lower 
apartments with a ſpring known to no 
one but himſelf, by which means the 
eſcape of his remaining priſoners would 
be effectually prevented. 

KRetiring now to his own apartment he 
became a prey to the moſt gloomy 
ſuſpicion and blackeſt melancholy. He 
doubted not that ſhe had eſcaped by the 

dungeon 
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dungeon door, and the recollection of his 
ſon's borrowing the keys ruſhed in full 
force upon his mind. Doubtleſs ſome 
deep laid plot, in which his ſon acted the 
part of a principal conſpirator, was on 
the point of being carried into execution, 
perhaps already effected, and himſelf, 
deprived of his wealth and his power, 
about to become a priſoner in ſome dun- 
geon that extended its murky darkneſs 
beneath the Caſtle of his inheritance ; 
whilſt his ſon lorded it over his houſhold, 
and uſurped his domains, His terrific 
fear increaſed with thickening horrors 
from the uncertainty and ſuſpence which 
hovered over him, and he hardly dared 
to ſummon a domeſtic to his preſence, 
for fear of meeting with an aſſaſſin inſtead 
of a ſervant. 
At length the neceſſity of taking ſome 
ſep preſented itſelf forcibly to his mind, 


his 
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—hjs ſon and Matilda had doubtleſs con- 
- cented together their ſcheme,—his moſt 
ſecret concealments were diſcovered, and 
all his villainy laid open to the face of 
day. Ample time had been allowed for 
an eſcape through the dungeons, and 
now perhaps they were ſwaying his houſe- 
hold with potent ſpell, and taking ef- 
fectual means to transfer to his heir his 
power and his conſequence. 

But it might be, they were yet in 
ſome ſubterraneous apartment, detained 
by accident, or waiting for a favourable 
opportunity of flight, and his domeſtics 
ſtill ignorant of what had been tranſ- 
acting. It was poſſible, and the dark- 
ened gloom of his mind became in 
ſome meaſure diſpelled. Reſuming his 
courage, he aroſe for the purpoſe of 
ſummoning a domeſtic to his pre- 
ſence, but again attacked by fearful 
forebodings, he deln ;—he was now 

perhaps 
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perhaps himſelf a priſoner, bereft of every 
means of eſcape, and the conſpirators in 
poſſeſſion of the ſubterraneous paſſages, 
as well as the common ſtaircaſe ; 'whilſt, 
inſtead of a ſervant, he ſhould witneſs the 
entry of an armed band, reſolutely bent 
upon his deſtruction. An univerſal tre- 
mor ſeized him,—a cold ſweat exuded 
from every pore, and already, in fancy, 
he heard them forcibly ruſhing through 


the apartments towards that where he was 
ſeated. 


Again, the poſſibility of ſafety, and of 
his ſon and Matilda being yet in the 
dungeons returned; and once more re- 
ſuming courage, he rang for a domeſtic, 
but, trembling for his life, ran to the 
door, and keeping it half open whilſt 
himſelf remained on the other ſide, from 
whence, in the event of danger, he might 


ealily eſcape, after ſecretly faſtening it, 
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into the Eaſt Tower, and, before they 
could force a paſſage, effect a flight 
from the ſcene of danger. But, perhaps, 
his miſtreſſes were conſpiring againſt him, 
in league with the conſpirators without, 
and he ſhould only fly to their apartment 
to meet with death in another form. 
Thus inſulated, and not knowing a 
ſingle being in whom he could place con- 
fidence, the haughty Lord of the domains 
of Umfreville abjectly ſtood a prey to all 
the accumulated horrors of fear and re- 
morſe. No domeſtic appeared, and his 
mind was plunged into deſpair; they 
were diſcuſſing in what manner they 


- ſhould murder him; and ſeizing his dag- 


ger he determined at the approach of his 
aſſaſſins to plunge it into his breaſt. But 
his fate muſt ſoon be determined, and, 
ringing more violently, one of his domeſ- 
tics at length appeared, and the Baron, 
| hardly 


THE MYSTERIOUS SEAL, 27 


hardly daring to hope for obedience, or- 
dered him to ſummon Pierre, who was 
now the ſuperintendant of his houſehold 
inſtead of the diſgraced Jaques, imme- 
diately to his preſence ; the ſervant ſub- 
miſſively retired, and the fear of the Ba- 
ron became a little leſſened. 

Pierre inſtantly appeared. before him 
with his accuſtomed obſequiouſneſs, and 
the Baron ftill ſtanding with the door 
half open, but with more confidence, 
though ſtill ſuſpicious of harm, thus de- 
livered his commands; © Let no one 
« paſs either into or out of the caſtle 
« without my expreſs permiſſion, and 
« inform me of all who make the at- 
* tempt ; let a ſtrict watch be kept day 
r and night, and your life ſhall anſwer 
for your negligence.” The agitation 
and fright in which the Baron had been 
involved left traces of their effects which 

C.8 were 
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were ſtill viſible upon his countenance, 
and the earneſtneſs with which he uttered 
his orders, added to the manner in which 
he ſtood, whilſt expreſſing himſelf, all 
contributed to impreſs fear upon the mind 
of his obſequious ſervant, and made 
him tremble at the ſounds he heard, 
The Baron ſaw him heſitate, and his 
alarm was renewed; with a tremulous 
but powerful voice he called to his 
frightened domeſtic:: Delay not the 
ec execution of my commands.” This 
operated upon Pierre like an electric 
ſhock ; he inſtantly withdrew, and whilſt 
his retreat relieved the Baron from a por- 
-tion of his anxious terror, the former be- 
came the ſport of alarming apprehenſion. 
The agitated manner of his maſter, and 
the fear evidently pourtrayed in his coun- 
tenance, muſt have ariſen from the diſ- 
covery of ſome dark conf] piracy—ſome 


inimical 
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inimical attempt intended to be executed 
—ſome plan, perhaps, to ſet fire to the 
caſtle and murder its inhabitants ; what 
could it be elſe? Potent imagination 
added new terrors to his conjectures. 
| Arriving at the apartments of the houſe- 
hold he detailed the orders he had re- 
ceived with ſo much real terror depicted 
in his countenance, and fearfulneſs in his 
manner, that every retainer and domeſtic 
caught the contagion of alarm, and many 
were not wanting who already fancied they 
heard a hoſtile legion burſting open the 
_ caſtle gates, and ſaw the tops of the length- 
ened ſpears even now appear in hoſtile 
array in the ſurrounding fields; but from 
the terms of the command there muſt be 
treaſon within the caſtle, and trembling 
they contemplated each other, afraid of 
meeting in a brother domeſtic with a con- 
ſpirator and an aſſaſſin, 


06 The 
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The Baron's commands, however, muſt 
be promptly executed, and Pierre, anxi- 
ous to preſerve his maſter's favour, ſum- 
moned them all to the gate; the draw- 
bridge was drawn up—the gates were 
barricadoed—and a conſtant watch kept 
in the watch tower ; whilſt the armoury 
was ranſacked ; and the domeſtics armed 
cap-a-pie, under the orders of Pierre as 
commander in chief, relieved each other 
in keeping fearful guard at the caſtle 
gate. The alarm of the caſtle's being 
ſuddenly put into a ſtate of defence ſoon 
ſpread through the ſurrounding country, 
and every one remained in anxious expec- 
tation of ſome portentous event. F rom 
the _ nature of the Baron's orders ſome 
traitor was, no doubt, within the walls of 
the caſtle, and who could it be? at length 
fell ſuſpicion pointed out the diſconſolate 
Jaques; he was a diſappointed man, and 
degraded 
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degraded by his maſter, doubtleſs owed 
him a grudge for the diſgrace he had 
experienced. What more probable than 
that he ſhould conſpire againſt the Baron 
for the purpoſe of having his revenge ? 
Suſpicion, whiſpered from ear to ear, was at 
length murmured with increafing ſtrength, 
and gathering a new acceſſion of force 
from every tongue burſt forth with accu- 
mulated force upon the devoted head of 
Jaques. There muſt be treaſon ſome- 
where, and he was the ſcape-goat upon 
whom all the ſins of internal conſpiracy 
were thrown. Jaques was now off guard 
in his own apartment, and the ſurmiſes 
which had now become the general ſub- 
Jet of converſation were related to Pierre; 
their accumulated force inſtantly flaſhed 
conviction upon his mind, and he ſaid, 
© not a doubt of it but Jaques is the 
© man, let us make him priſoner at 
: 83 ce once.” 
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« once.“ © Aye,” ſaid Phillis, whom 
Jaques had unpardonably offended by 
ſighting her love, © and Margaret is as 
deep in the dirt as he is in the mire, 
« I dare to ſay,” The mention of Mar- 
garet—the known chere amie of Jaques 
—had an electrical effect upon the do- 
meſtics preſent; not a doubt was hinted 
by any one relative to her being con- 
cerned; he had made her the confidant 
of his treaſonable intentions, and ſhe was 
equally a conſpirator. © Let us impriſon 
« them both,” repeated ſeveral voices, 
be or we ſha'n't be ſafe in our beds,” 

A ſtrong party was immediately dif- 
patched to make a priſoner of Jaques, 
whilſt another equally ſtrong was ſent to 
take into cuſtody the unſuſpecting Mar- 
garet; the former immediately repaired 
to the apartment of their intended pri- 
ſoner, but, terrifying thought! he was not 

| there 5 
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there; the bed and the bedclothes were 
ſolicitouſly ſearched, and every corner of 
the room aſliduouſly looked into, but 
Jaques was not to be found, He had, 
no doubt, eſcaped by ſome private way, 
and already joined the enemies army 
marching to ſtorm the caſtle ; terrified at 
the thought of ſuch. an event, they re- 
turned to notify to Pierre the ill ſucceſs 
of their commiſſion, but the other de- 
tachment were before. them, they had 
been more ſucceſsful, for not only Mar- 
garet was taken but Jaques along with 
her; proof pofitive, no doubt, of their 
_ conſpiring together about the means of 
giving entrance to the enemy. 

The aſtoniſhed Jaques, and the af- 
frighted Margaret, were hurried before 
Governor Pierre, who, feated upon an 
elevation in the Great Hall, as ſoon as 
they appeared began to interrogate his 
| Cs trembling. 
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_ trembling priſoners. © So, Jaques,” 


ſaid the majeſtic Pierre, you have 


te brought your pigs to a fine market in- 
ce deed; aye, you may ſtare ; we have 
ce proof poſitive of your guilt, and of 
ce yours too, Mrs. Margery, ſo you need 
© not deny it; we know it all, and you 
* both ſtand a good chance of being 
* racked upon the wheel, let me tell you 
« for your comfort; or, perhaps, our 
« worthy Lord, in his great mercy, may 
« raiſe you to high poſts, -and hang you 


at once.” Margaret began to ſob and 


cry, and ſuppoſing, from what ſhe had 
heard, that Jaques was actually concerned 
in ſome plot, ſobbed out, O, Jaques, 
« what have you been doing of?” © Aye, 
« what, indeed !” retorted the elevated 
Pierre ; © What, you pretend to know 
* nothing about it, do you Mrs. Mar- 
« very ? but it is all diſcovered, and your 

7 885 ce guilt 
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&« guilt is as plain as the noſe in your 
« face. O, I'm not guilty of any- 
ce thing,” ſaid Margaret, ſobbing and 
crying with ſtill greater vehemence; whilſt 
Jaques, at firſt amazed and unable to ac- 
count for the incidents that had occurred, 
at length began to think that he had been 
arreſted in conſequence of ſome calum- 
nious miſrepreſentation made to the Ba- 
ron relative to his conduct; and who ſo 
likely to be the author of ſuch a calumny 
as the overbearing Pierre, who was now 
ſo haughtily interrogating him, and doubt- 
leſs for the purpoſe of removing him from 
the caſtle, that the returning favour of 
the Baron, compaſſionating his ſituation, 
might not eject the former from his ele- 
vated ſuperiority. This ſuppoſition ga- 
thered ſtrength from every circumſtance 
connected with his arreſt, and he doubted 
not that the alarm, which now agitated 

'C6 - the 


— THE MYSTERIOUS, SEAL, 


the caſtle, was raiſed on' purpoſe by the 
artful Pierre, that he might point out 
Jaques as a traitor and a conſpirator. 
Fraught with theſe ſuſpicions, he ſullenly 
' refuſed to give any anſwer to the inſult- 
ing interrogatories of Pierre, and de- 
manded to be led into the preſence of the 
Baron. Into the preſence of the Ba- 
ce ron,” retorted Pierre, O ho! What 
« you want, I ſuppoſe, to confeſs and 
ce fave your life, but it's too late, let me 
te tell you, and his Lordſhip has given 
© me full powers to try you and Mrs. 
« Margaret for your treaſon.” This 
boaſt of pretended power was a thunder- 
ſtroke to Jaques; he ſaw himſelf likely 
to be innocently condemned, andy per- 
haps, put to death by his determined 
enemy, without the leaſt hope of eſcape ; 
but as a laſt reſource he uttered, with a 
voice of deſpair, © I charge you to lead 


«K me 
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« me to the Baron, I have diſcoveries 
te to make of the utmoſt importance.“ 
Margaret now concluded he was certainly 
guilty, and, drowned in tears, reproached 
him with drawing her in as an accom- 
plice. Pierre became in his turn alarmed; 

the phraſe pee the utmoſt 
importance“ had a tremendous ſound, 
and implied ſomething dreadful in its 
meaning. We'll lead you to his Lord- 
te ſhip immediately,” ſaid Pierre, and, 
deſcending from his ſeat of authority, 
proceeded forward at the head of an armed 
detachment, guarding, with the - moſt 
ſcrupulous. care, the agitated Jaques and 
the trembling Margaret. Slowly. aſcend- 
ing the ſtaircaſe they advanced through 
the apartments towards that wherein the 
Baron was ſeated, He had been fear- 
fully muſing during “ the dreadful note 
« of preparation” that had gone forth 
amongſt 


38 THE MYSTERIOUS SEAL. 


amongſt his houſehold, upon the plot 
which he ſtill thought had been formed. 
againſt his life, involving ſo many myſte- 
rious circumſtances, and ſtill conceiving 
his ſon to be the prime mover of the 
conſpiracy did not dare to ſtir from his 
place, or deſcend for the purpoſe of ob- 
ſerving the manner in which his com- 
mands had been obeyed and carried into 
Execution. 

The noiſe he now heard in the adjoin- 
ing apartments, of which not the leaſt 
formidable ſound was the clangor of arms, 
renewed all his terrors of aſſaſſination, 
and, imagining Pierre had only pretended 
obedience to his orders for the purpoſe of 
more effectually betraying him, he again 

drew his dagger with a conſiderable de- 

gree of trepidation, and precipitately ran 
to the oppoſite door, which, holding half 
open, would afford him the means of 
eſcape 
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eſcape before his aſſailants could effe& 
their purpoſe. Pierre now triumphantly 
entered, and was not a little aſtoniſhed at 
ſeeing his maſter in the ſame poſition as ' 
when he had uttered his laſt terrifying 
commands, but immediately, with exul- 
tation, called out, An pleaſe you, my 
« Lord, we have found out the traitor 
e and his accomplice,” —< The traitor 
ce and his accomplice!” retorted the Ba- 
ron, and all the real terrors of a conſpi- 
racy now darted into his mind: «© Who 
ce mean you?“ Here they are, my 
« Lord,” ſaid Pierre, © he ſays he has 
te diſcoveries to make of great impor- 
« tance; I ſuppoſe he wants to peach 
e ſome more of his accomplices.” Jaques 
and Margaret were at this moment braught 
in, the latter crying, with renewed ſorrow, 
at the ſight of the Baron, whilſt the former 
humbly begged permiſſion to ſay a few 
words to his Lordſhip. It was with no 


ſmall 
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ſmall aſtoniſhment and -affright that the 
Baron ſaw his quondam confidant, who 
had been the means of his obtaining Ma- 
tilda, and. the woman who had been her 
conſtant attendant, now. brought before 
him under the denomination of the traitor 
and his accomplice; a variety of con- 
tending ſenſations agitated his mind, and 
though relieved from the fear of aſſaſſina- 
tion, he was ſtill the victim of terror. 
He now imagined that Jaques and Mar- 
garet, having diſcovered the 1 of 
Matilda in the Eaſt Tower; had conſpired 
with his ſon to reſcue her from impriſon- 
ment, and the latter's obtaining the keys 
of the dungeons confirmed the ſuppoſi- 
tion; impreſſed with this idea, he con- 
ceived the diſcoveries promiſed by Jaques 
related to Matilda and Arthur, What 
was he to do? If his villainous depravity, 
relative to that unhappy maiden, was 
laid bare to the light, his very domeſtics 
would | 
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would deteſt him, and, viewing his ſon 
as her gallant deliverer, would readily - 
join with him in hurling their maſter 
from his ſeat of power. The reſt of the 
houſehold ſeemed to be ignorant of the 
matter, and the Baron determined to keep 
them ſo, and not permit Jaques to make 
any diſcloſure, But what was to be done 
with him and Margaret? that, the Baron 
could not finally reſolve upon, but de- 
termined, as a temporary expedient, to 
order them into cloſe confinement, and 
ſtrictly forbid his houſehold from having 
any communication with them. Fraught 
with this idea, aſſuming his uſual haughty 
demeanour, he ſaid, © Let them be ſepa- 
ce rately and cloſely confined, and debarred 
« from all communication with any one; 
ce your lives ſhall anſwer for your diſ- 
© obedience.” Jaques piteouſly begged 
an audience, at the ſame time ſolemnly 
proteſting his innocence of any ſiniſter 
. intentions. 
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intentions againſt his Lordſhip ; but the 
Baron conſidering his proteſtation as a 
mere matter of courſe, and anxiouſly de- 
precating thoſe diſcoveries which he ſup- 
poſed him capable of making, called out 
with increaſed vehemence, © Take them 
ce away this inſtant, take them away.“ 
The tone of his command allowed not of 
delay, and Jaques and Margaret, with- 
out being permitted to ſpeak another 
word, being hurried out of the apart- 
ment, Pierre commanded the party to 
halt, and, returning to the Baron, faid, 
« An pleaſe your Lordſhip, they are to 
© be confined in the dungeons, I ſup- 
c poſe;” the mention of the dungeons 
again brought fearful recollections to the 
mind of the Baron, and agitated his 
nerves ; but recovering himſelf, he re- 
plied, No; there is no neceſſity for 
te impriſoning them in the dungeons, let 
cc them be confined and carefully guarded . 

in 
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< in their own reſpective apartments.“ 
Pierre oblequiouſly bowed and retired; 
returning to the party, he ſaid, to the 
aſtoniſhed Jaques and Margaret, I have 
* interceded with his Lordſhip, and in his 
ce great mercy he has conſented to free 
by youfrom the dungeon diſcipline, and you 
care only to be confined in your apart- 
ce ments.” Jaques, in whoſe imagina- 
tion racks, and wheels, and chains, had 
ſtood arranged, in terrific array, was now 
utterly at a loſs to account for the inci- 
dents that had occurred; and the pre- 
tended interceſſion 'of his enemy, Pierre, 
appeared ſo highly improbable, that his 
ſtock of credulity was not capacious enough 
to ſwallow the aſſertion, and. he ſcarcely 
deigned ſullenly to thank him. 

Pierre, with exulting triumph, led on the 
detachmeat, bringing along their terrified 
priſoners, firſt into the room of Margaret, 
where having ſecured the window, and: 

| carefully. 
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carefully ſearched the room, taking away 


every inſtrument of deſtruction his buſy 
mind could think of, including her bod- 
kin and needles, they depoſited the poor 
girl in the apartment, who, ſobbing and 
crying, with tenfold vehemence, fell on her 
knees, and piteouſly implored their com- 


paſſion, whilſt Jaques himſelf ſhed tears at 


her diſtreſs; but Pierre was inexorable, and 
leaving her to her reflections carefully lock- 
ed the door, and, conveying the key into 


his pocket, ſtationed three centinels, for the h 


purpoſe of preventing aneſcape or areſcue, 
Proceeding now to the chamber of Jaques, 
they left him in ſullen and penſive mood; 
a ſimilar guard was ſtationed at the door, 
and, the redoubtable hero, Pierre, at the 
head of his courageous band, returned 
crowned with laurels to his companions. 


CHAP. 
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CRAP; M1 


I 


= LECTING upon the incident 

* that had juſt occurred, the Baron now 
concluded that his houſehold, or at leaſt 
a majority of its retainers, were uncon- 
cerned in the conſpiracy ; but a new 
danger courted his contemplation : it 
was evident there was a plot formed, 
from his ſon's obtaining the keys, and 
the arreſt of Jaques and Margaret ; it 
was likewiſe evident his moſt ſecret con- 
cealments had been betrayed, and Ma- 
tilda wreſted out of his hands; the diſ- 
coveries promiſed by Jaques, what could 
they relate to? no doubt to a conſpiracy, 
the 


— — r Cs 
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the execution of which was to be derived 
from without: that his ſon, and Jaques, 
and Margaret ſhould conſpire, when they 
had no promiſe of others aſſiſtance, 
was impoſſible, It muſt be an armed 
band was, no doubt, employed to ſtorm 
the caſtle in the dead of night, to maſ- 


acre himſelf, and thoſe domeſtics who 
remained faithful to their maſter; and 


whilſt his ſon. eſcaped all ſuſpicion of 


being an accomplice, he alone would be 
benefited. Influenced by this fear, he 


determined to deſcend immediately to 


ſtrengthen the defence of the caſtle, and 
keep his retainers upon the alert, Car- 
rying this purpoſe into execution, he 
ſoon. arrived in the lower regions of his 
manſion, where the anxious preparations 
which had been made, added to the fear 
end agitation viſible in the cbuntenances 
of his domeſtics, reacted upon the ima- 

gination 
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gination of the Baron, and confirmed him 

in the ſuppoſition of ſome horrible attempt 
being in contemplation. Pierre obſequi- 
ouſly bowed and ſaid, © An pleaſe you, my 
Lord, no one hath attempted to go out 
ce or come in, and we are all prepared to 
& meet the enemy when he thinks pro- 
<«« per to make his appearance.” This 
only {ſerved to increaſe the terror of the 
Baron, who already fancied he heard the 
trampling of horſes without the caſtle 
gate: he charged them to increaſe their 
vigilance, and be prepared for an at- 
tack, The agitation viſible in his man- - 
ner renewed the fright of his domeſtics, 
and they waited with trembling anxiety, 
for the hour of the enemy's arrival. 

The Baron reaſcended the ſtair-caſe 
fo his apartment, and now having per- 
ceived the fidelity of his domeſtics, though 
ſuſpicion ſill haunted his breaſt, he had 


leiſure 
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| \ 


keiſure to turn his thoughts to Matilda; | 
it was poſſible his ſon and Matilda were 


Mill in ſome dungeon, waiting an oppor- 


tunity of eſcape, but it was likewiſe poſ- 


ſible a body of armed men had been in- 
troduced into the ſubterranean apart- 


ments, for the purpoſe of ſurprizing the 


. caſtle; the thought again agitated him 
with fear, and he remained for a conſi- 
derable time in a ſtate of anxious ſuſpenſe 
unable to determine upon the ſteps he 


ought to take, He wiſhed to explore the 


dungeons, but durſt not; he could not 
call in the aid of any of his domeſtics, 
for then the villainous duplicity of his 
conduct, regarding Matilda, would be 


diſcovered, and himſelf, perhaps, become 
in great danger. At length, no alterna- 


tive remaining, for he muſt either ſeek 
her in the gloom and darkneſs of the 


dungeons, or loſe her for ever, and 


then 
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then perhaps be involved in deſtruction, 
which could only meet him if he boldly 
ſought for her in the ſubterranean ca- 
verns; he reſolved to commence the 
ſearch, and taking with him a dagger, 
wich which he intended to put a period 
to his life, rather than become a priſoner 
to his enemies, he ſummoned two fe- 
males to accompany him, and having 
lighted a torch they began to deſcend, 

A gloomy horror penetrated the mind 
of the Baron, upon arriving in the ſub- 
terranean paſſage, and having examined 
the dungeon doors oppoſite, and per- 
ceived them to be faſt, they cautiouſly 
advanced into the paſſage, at the further 
end of which ſat Conrad and Marianne, 
whom he fondly careſſed as his beloved 
Matilda. The Baron was proceeding 
towards their ſeat, when recollecting there 

was no paſſage that way, and not ſeeing 
. D 3 
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any one there, they turned, and walking 
to the oppoſite extremity, whilſt the Ba- 
ron fearfully viewed the open door, which 
he had ſo carefully concealed, they pro- 
ceeded into the next, and he immedi- 
ately determined to explore all the dun- 
geons which extended themſelves in a 
line on one ſide. 

Arthur de Umfreville, in the mean 
time, hearing footſteps which appeared 
to proceed from the Eaſt Tower, and 
_ perceiving a glimpſe of the light ſhine. 
through a chink in the wall of the dun- 
geon, where he was ſeated, doubted not 
his father was arrived in ſearch of Matil- 
da, and dreading the effects of his rage, in- 
ſtantly took his reſolution, and leaving Ma- 
tilda to her fate, he precipitately ran thro' 
the paſſages, made his exit at the private 
. door, and ferrying over the moat, where 
he could not be perceived by any one in 


the 
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the caſtle, fled into the country, and ſum- 
moning a number of his father's retain- 
ers, arranged them in hoſtile array, and 
immediately marched towards the eſtates 
of the Baron de Montacute. His ſol- 
diers filently obeyed, and concluded it 
was the machinations of the Baron de 
Montacute which had been diſcovered, 
and cauſed thoſe preparations at the caſ- 
tle, that ſtruck the ſurrounding country 
with terror and diſmay. 

The Baron advancing in the execu- 
tion of his purpoſe, at length arrived at 
the laſt of the dungeons he had deter- 
ed to examine, and on opening the door, 
diſcovered the helpleſs and forlorn Ma- 
tilda fitting before him. The flight of 
her protector, and the approach of the 
footſteps had cauſed an agitation in the 
tender boſom of Matilda, that nearly 
overpowered her reaſon, and completely 

| D 2 bereft 
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bereft her of the power of motion, The 
ſight of her cruel and mercileſs tyrant 
now overwhelmed all remaining ſenſe, 
and uttering a fearful ſcream, ſhe fell 
ſenſeleſs upon the. ground. The females 
who accompanied the Baron, eager to 
render her aſſiſtance, ruſhed by him, and 
in the act of haſtily paſſing, knocked the 
torch out of his hand, which falling to 
the ground, became immediately extin- 
guiſhed. Suſpecting the accident to have 
been the effect of a preconcerted plan, 
he was immediately ſeized with wild af- 
fright; and not daring to move, ima- 
gined every moment the poniard of the 
aſſaſſin was uplifted to deſtroy him. The 
females haying raiſed Matilda from the 
earth, ſupported her between them, and 
much frightened themſelves at the gloomy 
darkneſs in which they were now enve- 


loped, 
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loped, propoſed to the Baron an im- 
mediate return to the Eaſtern tower. 
Immerſed in fear and terror, he gladly 
acceded to the propoſal, and taking hold 
of one of his female attendants, ſlowly 
and cautiouſly retraced his ſteps, whilft 
they with difficulty bore along the lifeleſs 
form of Matilda, 

The Baron was now in a ſituation cal- 
culated to excite commiſeration, even 
whilſt he till remained an object of hor- 
ror and contempt, All thoſe fears which 
even in meridian day, haunted his ima- 
gination, now returned with-tenfold force, 
the thick darkneſs which ſurraunded him, 
added ſtrength to all the horrors that 
ruſhed into his mind, and cauſed a tremor 
and agitation that ſcarcely allowed his 
trembling limbs to bear him through the 
ſubterranean gloom, Arrived at length 
at the tower, he recollected himſelf ſuf- 

Dy: ficiently- 
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ficiently, to- carefully faſten the door 
leading, to the dungeons, and. then leav- 
ing the females who had attended him, to 
reſtore animation to Matilda's form, 
afraid of being alone, he retired to the 
apartment where ſeveral others were af- 
ſembled, and interrupting their mirth, 
became himſelf the gloomy object of * 
their fearful contemplation. 

The terrors he had experienced in the 
ſubterranean regions of his manſion, had 
ſo much overwhelmed him, that he be- 
came ſeriouſly indiſpoſed. His female 
companions endeavoured by every atten- 

tion in their power to render his ſenſa- 
tions of pain leſs acute, but to “admi- 
© niſter to a mind diſeaſed” with all the 
complicated - horrors of terror and re- 
morſe, was beyond their ſkill. Inde- 
pendent of the fright he had under- 
gone, he was now anxiouſly puzzled 

| | when 
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when combining all the circumſtances 
attendant upon the eſcape of Matilda from 
her confinement, to diſcover any clue 
likely to guide him through the labyrinth 
in which he was involved. He too 
clearly perceived there was an open paſ- 
ſage from the entrance into the ſubterra- 
nean apartments even to the door which 
led immediately to the apartments of the 
Eaſt Tower, but he had not the courage 
to reſolve, even had all the females in the 
place accompanied him, upon again en- 
countering the ſilence and gloom of the 
dungeons; added to which, he was now 
conſiderably weakened by indiſpoſition. 
Whilſt deeply muſing upon the ſtrange 
events that had happened, one of the 
females who had been attending upon 
Matilda entered the room, and informed 
him ſhe was recovered, but ſtill remained 
weak and languid. | 
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Anxious to become acquainted with 
the manner in which her eſcape from the 
Tower had been effected, he ordered her 
to be brought before him. Matilda ſoon 
after appeared trembling and agitated, 
with a throbbing boſom and palpitating 
heart, but ſtill poſſeſſing ſufficient firmneſs 
of mind to ſet at defiance the inſidious 
-arts of the Baron. The latter, with the 
moſt diſſimulating politeneſs, ſaid, “ I 
«© congratulate you, my lovely Matilda, 
« upon the eſcape from the dungeon 
cc whither you had unconſciouſly retired,” 
Matilda, who had not yet diſcovered the 
loſs of the note ſhe had received, was 
afraid of an enquiry being inſtituted, the 
reſult of which might expoſe her beloved 
Conrad to deſtruction; and ſuppoſing no 
one to be acquainted with the plan but 
themſelves, immediately determined to 
deceive, if poſſible, her haughty tyrant 

| into 
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into a belief that ſhe alone had conducted 
her eſcape from the Tower. Thus, 
eagerly deſirous of preſerving the life of 
her lover, ſhe replied to the Baron, I 
© was anxious, my Lord, to eſcape from 
cc the,cruel impriſonment to which you 
c“ have devoted me, and examining the 
*« door below, which I accidentally diſco- - 
«© vered, I-found it to be unlocked, and 
te immediately determining to regain that 
ce liberty of which you have unjuſtly de- 
ce prived me, I puſhed back the bolts and 
os deſcended, but could not diſcover any 
c paſſage leading out of the Caſtle, and 
ce therefore reſolved to take refuge in the 
ce dungeon wherein you found me, and 
te where, had not my eſcape come to your 
ce knowledge, I would have remained 
« until chance favoured my flight, or 
cc death put a period to my ſorrows. 
The triumph with which Matilda told 

BS. Heer 
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DI. her 
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her tale, ſtaggered the Baron, who began 
to think it poſſible the door ſhe had 
mentioned, might have remained by 
chance unlocked, and the circumſtance, 
from no one's going near it, been 
undiſcovered, But the other doors in the 
way towards the dungeon where he had 
found her, he knew to have been locked, 
and immediately aſked, © How did you 
e open the other doors in your way?“ to 
which Matilda replied, © I found them all 
© unlocked, or at leaſt eaſily to be open- 
ed, and proceeded without obſtruction.“ 
An improbability ſeemed to reſt upon 
her relation; and the Baron, determin- 
ing to make one more effort to penetrate 
the myſtery which ſeemed to thicken 
around him, ſaid, at the ſame time 
aſſuming a confident ſmile, © Your nar- 
ration, my lovely Matilda, will not 
* ;3mpoſe upon me, as I am fully ac- 


«© quainted 
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te quainted with all the means that have 
te been made uſe of for your reſcue.” 
Matilda however poſſeſſed too much 
firmneſs to be intimidated by this boaſt 
of the Baron; and with an intrepidity 
inſpired by heranxiety for the preſervation 
of Conrad, immediately replied, © The 
ce facts I have given you, my Lord, are 
ce ſtrictly true, and if there were any 
© means made uſe of for the purpoſe of 
* reſcuing me from my deteſted confine- 
c ment, I have only to lament my igno- 
* rance of thoſe friendly efforts.” The 
tone with which ſhe uttered this reply, 
convinced the Baron it was uſeleſs to 
continue his interrogatory, and he diſ- 
miſſed her to her chamber; but as ſoon 
as ſhe had quitted the room, he charged 
the females preſent to confine her in her 
apartment, and not permitting her upon 
any account to leave it, to ſerve her 

. there 
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there with every article ſhe ſtood in need 
of. | 
Somewhat recovered from his fright 
and indiſpoſition, and ſummoning two 
females to attend him, he proceeded to his 
own apartments, where he had not remain- 
edlong when an alarm was ſounded in the 
Caſtle, and a callto arms thrilled him with 
emotions of terror, He haſtened to one 
of the windows of his apartment, and ſaw 
a conſiderable body of men in hoftile 
array, marching on foot with all expe- 
dition towards the Caſtle, AJarmed and 
agitated, he determined to defend it to 
the laſt extremity; and deſcending amongſt 
his domeſtics, encouraged and ſtimulated 
them to action, whilſt he remained a 
prey to tke moſt anxious fears. This, 
no doubt, was the completion of the dark 
conſpiracy which he had been unable to 
diſcoyer, and he knew not what enemies 
might 
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might be within even amongſt the very 
domeſtics, who, with ſo much alacrity 
obeyed his commands. 

The hoſtile band now ſwiftly approach- 
ed, and ſurpriſe and terror alternately 
ſwayed his mind when he ſaw, before his 
manſion, his ſon at the head of a number 
of his own retainers. Arthur, who, after 


a little reconnoitring, had thus returned 


to deceive his father into a-belief of the 
impoſſibility of his having been inſtru- 
mental in the eſcape of Matiida, was no 
leſs ſurpriſed at ſeeing the Caſtle gates 
ſhut, the draw-bridge drawn up, men 
upon the battlements armed at all points, 
and a ſhower of arrows ready to he poured 
upon him and his adherents. He thought 
it impoſſible that his ſhare in the eſcape 
of Matilda could have been diſcovered, 
and though he was ignorant of the game 
of croſs purpoſes that had been played in 
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his father's manſion, and could not gueſs 
the cauſe of the hoſtile preparations before 
him; yet, concluding he had nothing to 
fear, he diſmiſſed the retainers after pa- 
rading them before his father, whom he 
faw looking out, and ſingly requeſted 
admittance at the Caſtle gates. 

The Baron, who, during the whole 
day, had been toſſed about in a whirlwind 
of ſurmiſe and ſuſpicion, remained in- 
volved in much anxiety and ſuſpenſe, 
whilſt his ſon was at the head of the 
retainers before his manſion. The con- 
fpiracy which his diſtempered imagina- 
tion had preſented before his view, and 
which had ſo greatly alarmed his fears, 
now recurred with increaſed vivacity, 
and he ſtill fancied himſelf betrayed and 
| firipped of his power and his life. At 
length, when he ſaw the retainers com- 
2 diſperſed, and his ſon alone de- 

manding 
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manding entrance, he became in ſome 
meaſure diveſted of his fright, and order- 
ed his ſon to be admitted, though the 
command was ſued with fome degree 
of reluctance and heſitation. 

Arthur, on entering and finding all 
the domeſtics armed, and ſeveral upon 
guard, whilſt-his father likewiſe armed was 
ſtanding before him, experienced himſelf 
ſome degree of agitation, and eagerly 
enquired the cauſe of their alarm. The 
Baron, who had imagined his ſon to be 
ſtill in the dungeons, and knowing he 
had not departed at the Caſtle gates ſince 
the command had been iſſued to prevent 
their being opened to any one without 
his expreſs permiſſion, was much ſurpriſed 
at the manner of his appearance before 
them, and his entrance in the uſual way, 


and began to ſuppoſe he was miſtaken in 


implicating Arthur in the conſpiracy: 
But 
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But ſtill havnted by ſuſpicion, in reply 
to the enquiry of the latter, he ſaid, © In- 
ce telligence of a plot to ſurprize the Caſtle 
. © having reached my ear, I thought it 
ce neceſſary to take theſe precautions.“ 
Arthur immediately perceived in his fa- 
ther's reply the means of annihilating 
all ſuſpicion in his breaſt relative to his 
having any ſhare in the fyght of the fe- 
male, of whofe name and perſon he was 
ignorant, from the Eaſt Tower, and ſaid, . 
« Your precautions, my Lord, are in 
ce every point of view juſt and proper, 
ce and I have reaſon to believe ſuch a con- 
ce ſpiracy has been actually formed, tho! 
ce moſt probably it will be diſconcerted 
ce by the diſcovery which has thus early 
ce taken place. I deſcended into the dun- 
« geons ſoon after I had obtained your 
« keys, and having examined thoſe in 
« the firſt tier on the eaſtern ſide, which 
ce conſumed 
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e conſumed a conſiderable portion of 


ce time, I determined to quit the labour, 
* and taking my departure from the 
« Caſtle, reconnoitre the domains of 
te Montacute. During my expedition, 
« I diſcovered, from a variety of circum- 


« ſtances, that a plot of ſome kind was really 


in agitation, and it affords me great 
ce pleaſure to ſee your Lordſhip ſo well 
te prepared.“ Saying this, he returned 
into the hands of his father the keys of 
the dungeon which he had before re- 
ceived from him. 

The Baron was now again involved in 
fears for which there appeared a real 
foundation. The probability of a ſurpriſe 
being attempted, agitated his. mind, and 
giving ſtrict orders to keep an unremit- 
ting watch during the whole night, he 
aſcended to his apartment accompanied 
by his ſon, for the purpoſe of conſulting 
with, 
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with him on the beſt means of defeating 
the intended enterprize. 

His ſon having retired, he began again 
to reflect upon the paſſage that had been 
effected through the ſubterranean apart- 
ments, and was half inclined to believe in 
the tale related to him by Matilda, but 
its improbability appeared ſo glaring, that 
he was compelled to ſuppoſe the aſſiſtance 
of ſome other perſon. Wholly ignorant 
of his ſon's being in poſſeſſion of a key 
capable of opening the private door, and 
the means of eſcaping unobſerved over 
the moat, he concluded it was impoſſible 
for him to have fled at the time of his 
commencing the ſearch for Matilda, and 
from his ſo readily delivering up the keys 
it was evident he had not left her in them 
for the purpoſe of again proceeding there 

to complete her reſcue. 
In this dilemma he called up Pierre, 
| and 
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and demanded if any one appertaining to 
the houſhold was abſent from the Caſtle. 
The latter, after conſidering for a few 
moments, informed him that Conrad was 
abſent upon a journey into the country. 
The ſuſpicions of the Baron were now 
all faſtened upon Conrad, and ſuppoſing 
him tohave been the aſſiſtant in the eſcape 
of Matilda, and to be ſtill in the dungeons, 
though he could not conceive the means 
by which he had arrived there, he re- 
newed with peculiar emphaſis the orders 
he had before given, not to let any one 
paſs through the Caſtle gates without his 
particular command for that purpoſe, | 

Unuſual fatigue of body, and extreme 
perturbation of mind had now exhauſted 
the Baron, and finding himſelf much in- 
diſpoſed, was compelled to retire to bed. 
But gloomy ſuſpicion and terrific fear, 
added to ſome degree of pain, allowed 


him 
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him not to reſt; and, after paſſing a ſleep» 
leſs night, he aroſe in the morning rather 
rendered worſe than refreſhed by his re- 
tirement. 

The day was ſomewhat advanced, when 
Pierre entered the apartment, and to the 
no ſmall ſurpriſe of his Lord, informed 
him that Conrad without requeſted leave 
of entrance. © Conrad!” replied the 
Baron with a conſiderable degree of aſto- 
niſhment viſible in his countenance, but, 
recollecting himſelf, ſaid, © You muſt be 
« ſurely miſtaken, he cannot be ſo ſoon 
© returned;” and, riſing from his ſeat, 
was about to depart, for the purpoſe of 
convincing himſelf of the truth of his 
domeſtic's aſſertion; but finding himſelf 


extremely weak, and recollecting he had 


never ſeen the perſon in queſtion, and 
therefore could not by his own. view be 
convinced. of his reality, he ſent for. his 

| ſon, 
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ed admiſſion, 


diately to his chamber. 


There was now no one remaining whom 


69 
ſon, and deſired him to go and be certain 
whether it was really Conrad who requeſt- 


Arthur was ſoon convinced of the truth 
of Pietre's aſſertion, and the aſtoniſhed 
Baron gave immediate orders for his ad- 
miſſion. Conrad entered into the Caſtle 
fatigued and melancholy, having, with 
conſiderable expedition, retraced his ſteps 
to the manſion; and, much indiſpoſed 
ſrom the anxiety and perturbation of his 
mind, found himſelf compelled to retire 
for the purpoſe of obtaining reſt, of which 
he ſtood much in need. His mind being 
abſorbed in the contemplationof Matilda's 
danger and his own cruel diſappointment, 
he had not noticed the warlike prepara- 
tions in. the Caſtle, but repaired imme- 


the Baron could fix upon as the accom- 
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plice of Matilda in her flight, but recol- 

lecting the important diſcoveries promiſed 
by Jaques, whom, in the hurry of his 
mind, he had hitherto forgotten, he con- 
cluded he had ſomething to relate which 
might involve the denouement of the plot 
his imagination had formed. Fearing, 
however, that his other domeſtics ſhould 
arrive at the knowledge of the treachery 
and duplicity of his conduct relative to 
Matilda, whoſe exiſtence he ſuppoſed 
Jaques, from his myſterious promiſe, 
was acquainted with, he ſent for Pierre, 
and commanded him to bring before him 
immediately his priſoner Jaques. 

The order was inſtantly obeyed, and 
the trembling Jaques brought by Pierre, 
at the head of an armed detachment, into 
the preſence of the Baron, who had now 
ſeated himſelf arrayed in all his pomp and 
magnificence, The latter immediately 

commanded 
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commanded Pierre and his band to with- 
draw; and ſhortly afterwards, addreſſing 
himſelf to Jaques, with a lowered voice 
he ſaid, *“ Jaques, if you will make thoſe 
<« diſcoveries you promiſed, and they are 
« really of importance, you ſhall have my 
« ſacred word for your ſafety!” Jaques, 
from the manner of his introduction to 
the Baron, and the tone of his addreſs, 
ſoon imagined he was in fear of ſome plot; 
and now ſuppoſing it would be to no pur- 
poſe to aſſert his innocence, as he would 
moſt probably, notwithſtanding, become 
a ſacrifice to the ſuſpicious temper of his 
maſter, he thought it a good opportu- 
nity to retort upon his enemy Pierre, and 
by accuſing him, reinſtate himſelf in the 
favour of his maſter. With this view, 
after ſome heſitation, he ſaid, © I humbly 
ce intreat your Lordſhip's attention whilſt 
10] ſay, that I am wholly innocent of the 


ce charges 
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charges alledged againſt me.“ Let 
ce me not hear of your innocence,” inter- 
rupted the impatient Baron, * but of the 
ce diſcoveries you have promiſed to make; 
« Then, my Lord,” replied Jaques, I 
« have to inform your Lordſhip, that 
ce Pierre is the traitor who was leagued 
« with your Lordſhip's enemies, to fur- 
ce prize your Lordſhip's caſtle, and mur- 
eder your Lordſhip and the Lord Ar- 
ei thur,” —< Pierre in league with my 
te enemies!” returned the Baron affright- 
* ed and diſmayed; How did you be- 
ce come acquainted with this?“ - My 
« Lord, I overheard a converſation that 
ce paſſed between Pierre and one of the 
ce retainers of the Baron de Montacute, 
« in which it was agreed to attempt the 
ce caſtle to-night.”—< To- night!“ ut- 
tered the Baron in a tremulous and 


agitated tone of voice. Yes, my Lord, 
cc this 
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« this very night, and Pierre having ſeen 


« me, ſuſpecting, I ſuppoſe, I had over- - 


« heard the converſation, had me arreſt- 
© ed and charged with treaſon, that I 
© might not ſtand in his way.” The 
fabricated tale of Jaques wore ſuch a face 
of plauſibility, that it inſtantly obtained 
credit in the ſuſpicious mind of the Baron, 
who trembling with fear, and filled with 
the moſt melancholy apprehenſions, now 
fancied he ſaw a mine of deſtruction rea- 
dy to burſt beneath his feet, and ſuppoſ- 


ing Matilda, as well as the other females 


in the Eaſt Tower, to be accomplices in 
the plot, called out with eager anxiety ; 
« But what of Matilda?“ Jaques ſtruck 
with aſtoniſhment at ſuch a queſtion, ſtood 
abforbed in ſurprize, and knew not what 
to anſwer, The haſty fright of the Baron 
had for once overpowered his diſſimula- 
tion and preſence of mind, and obſerv- 
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ing the wonder of Jaques, began to re- 
pent his impetuoſity, and reflecting her 


_ exiſtence might ſtill be a ſecret, endea- 


voured to turn the queſtion into another 
direction by ſaying, © Is her death yet 
* accounted for?? 

Jaques, however, was poſſeſſed of a 
tolerable ſhare of penetration, and ob- 
ſerving the agitation with which his maſ- 
ter enquired concerning Matilda, imme- 
diately ſuſpected the deception relative to 
her death, and determined to take ad- 
vantage of the circumſtance, and over- 
whelm his enemy with the Baron's diſ- 
pleaſure, beyond every hope of again 
retrieving his favour. In anſwer to the 
laſt queſtion aſked by the Baron, Jaques 
at length replied, No, my Lord, her 
« death is even doubted ;” „What?“ 
uttered the Baron, with trembling impa- 
tience, . doubted, who dares to doubt 

as i 
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« it?” » Pierre, my Lord, doubts it, 
« and the Baron de Montacute. The 
terrors of the Baron now took a new di- 
rection, and with palpitating anxiety, he 
haſtily interrupted Jaques What of 
ce the Baron de Montacute?” My Lord, 
6] believe the Baron de Montacute and 
% Pierre are in league together, and I 
© have reaſon to ſuſpe&t—but I ſhould 
« firſt have told your Lordſhip, that 
6 Pierre ſays, your Lordſhip hath con- 
e fined Matilda in the Faſt Tower.“ 
The Baron was now no longer maſter of 
himſelf, and in vehement tones called 
out, *“ Raſcal—Villain—Scoundrel, I'lt 
« rack him upon the wheel for his ſalſe- 
«= hood.” The violent rage of his maſ- 
ter only ſerved to confirm the ſalpici- 
ons of Jaques, and he continued, * I 
* was going to tell your Lordſhip that, 
© J have cauſe to ſuppoſe, that the Ba- 
E 2 ron 
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« de Montacute and Pierre are in league, 
<« and after they have murdered your 
<« Lordſhip and the Lord Arthur, they 
cc mean to ſearch for Matilda in the Eaſt 
« Tower, and carry her off.” Rage, pride, 
jealouſy and fear, now alternately pre- 
ſided in the mind of the Baron. The 
conſpiracy, he had feared, and the myſ- 
terious darkneſs of which he had been 
unable to penetrate, now appeared com- 
pletely developed, and the Baron de 
Montacute, inſtead of Arthur, was to 
raviſh from him Matilda, whilſt Pierre 
his confidant, was to be his chief accom- 
plice, and perhaps many of his domeſtics 
were now anxiouſly waiting to act their 
parts in the tragedy of conſpiracy. Jaques 
to diſplay. ſtill farther the falſchood of 
Pierre faid, He told me, my Lord, 
ce that he interceded with your Lordſhip 
« not to confine me in a dungeon.” © He 


« lies,” 
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&« lies,” ſaid the Baron, © and he ſhall 
e now ſuffer for his falſhood.” 

Terrified at the abyſs which already 
ſeemed to yawn beneath his feet, and 
threatened to ſwallow him in its gulph, 
he congratulated himſelf upon the diſco- 
very, and promiſing Jaques reward and 
honour for the diſcloſure, immediately 
ſummoned before him Pierre, who not 
doubting but he was to convey Jaques 
back to his priſon, brought with him 
his armed detachment, and appeared 
triumphantly in the preſence of the Baron, 
who was now alarmed at the appearance of 
his own domeſtics in arms, fearfully dread- 
ing they were about to turn them againſt 
himſelf, Concealing his agitation, how- 
ever, he ordered them immediately to 
ſeize Pierre. The latter was fo little 
ſuſpicious of being implicated in treaſon, 
that he concluded the Baron had made a 

E 3 miſtake, 
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miſtake, and pronounced Pierre inſtead 
Jaques; the domeſtics who attended him 
thought the ſame, and did not offer to 
ſeize Pierre or Jaques. Impreſſed with 
this idea, Pierre immediately replied, 
bowing obſequiouſly at the ſame time, 
« I humbly imagine your lordſhip has 
« made a triſling miſtake.” The Baron 
ſtruck with terror at the heſitation of his 
domeſtics, already imagined them con- 
ferring together about the manner of be- 
ginning to execute the conſpiracy, and 
riſing from his ſeat, impelled at once by 
rage and fear, vehemently repeated, © I 
4 command you to ſeize the traitor Pierre 
te inſtantly, and not blunder. again ;” 
whilſt in pretending to advance upon them 
with an air of menace, he was preparing 
to leave the room with precipitation, in 
the event of their diſobedience. The 
domeſtics durſt no longer heſitate, and 

immediately 
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immediately ſeized the man whom the 
Baron had pointed out. The latter 
ſeeing his commands at length obeyed, 
became diveſted of his fear, and again 
taking his elevated ſeat, haughtily de- 
manded of Pierre what he had to alledge 
againſt Jaques. The former aſtoniſhed, 
and terrified at the unexpected and un- 
looked for circumſtance of his arreſt, 
ſtood trembling between the men who 
held him, and returned no anſwer. The 
Baron, with greater vehemence repeated 
the demand, and Pierre at length ſtam- 

mered out, « My Lord, my Lord, my 
e Lord we, we; we took him up upon, 
e upon ſuſpicion;”” © Suſpicion,” fiercely 
retorted the Baron; © and what ſuſpi- 
« cion?” Pierre from the manner with 
which the Baron interrogated him, con- 
cluding he had entirely loſt his favour, 
ſunk into deſpair, and the Baron repeated 
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the queſtion with increaſed rage, before 
he thought of returning an anſwer ; at 
length he again endeavoured to f. peak, 
and faid, My Lord, my Lord, my 
« Lord, we ſuſpected him, we ſuſpected 
« him, my Lord, of being concerned, of 
© being concerned in the, in the, in the 
« conſpiracy.” * What conſpiracy ?” 
ſaid the Baron, his eyes ſparkling with 
anger whilſt he ſhook with fear at the 
very mention of conſpiracy : © My Lord, 
*« my Lord, my Lord,” replied the 
trembling Pierre, the plot, the plot, the 
ce plot which, which, which we ſuppoſed, 
c we ſuppoſed your Lordſhip your Lord- 
cc ſhip, from the orders, you, you, you 
« oave us, had, had, had diſcovered :” 
And is that all?” replied the Baron, 
ce you have to alledge againſt him?“ 
« My, my, my Lord,” reſumed Pierre, 
cc he ſaid he had, he had diſcoveries to, 
| « to, 
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ce to, to make, and ſo, and ſo, and fo I 
« ſuppoſed, an pleaſe your Lordſhip, 
ce that, that, that he was guilty.” | 
The improbability of Pierre bringing 
Jaques into his preſence, whilſt at the 
ſame time he ſuſpected him capable of 
revealing the ſuppoſed plot, never entered 
into the mind of the Baron, but, yielding 
to his ſuſpicions, the anſwers of Pierre 
only ſerved to confirm his belief of a con- 
ſpiracy, in which that domeſtic was the 
principal agent, and immediately order- 
ing him to deliver up his keys, he gave 
them to Jaques, in token of his reinſtate- 
ment in the fuperintendency of the houſe- 
hold, and ordered him to take the com- 
mand of the armed detachment which 
Pierre had ſo triumphantly led into his 
preſence, and to convey the latter, now 
in turn, his priſoner, to one of the dun- 
geons below. The terrified Pierre would 
E 5 3555 
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have abjectly knelt at the feet of the Ba- 
ron, and implored for mercy, but he was 
faſt held by his guards, and doubting 
not that Jaques had been uttering calum- 
nies againft him, he called out, Indeed, 
* indeed, my Lord, I am not guilty of any 
te crime;” but the Baron thundered in 
his ears, © Villain, I am well acquainted 
« with thy crimes, you ſhall be impri- 
« ſoned in thoſe dungeons from confine- 
ce ment in which you ſo falſely boaſted of 
© having reſcued Jaques;” and turning 
again to Jaques, he ſaid, © take him 
« immediately. to one of the dungeons 
* on the weſtern ſide—lock him ſafely 
te in—let him have no communication 
« with any one, and only bread and wa- 
« ter for his food, which yourſelf muſt 
e ſupply him with, and keep a ſtrict and 
« conſtant guard at the door leading 
« down to them to prevent a ſurprize ;” 


laying 
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ſaying this the Baron gave him the keys 
of all the dungeons, except thoſe beneath 

the Eaſt Tower, | 
Jaques inſtantly obeyed, and, whilſt 
Pierre piteouſly bewailed his lot, hurried 
him away with inſulting taunts to his pri- 
ſon. With the utmoſt terror the aſto- 
niſhed domeſtics ſaw the man, whom 
their ſuſpicions had lately pointed out as 
a traitor, now marching at the head of 
the detachment, bearing in triumph the 
keys of his dominion, whilſt Pierre, pale 
and half dead with fear, was inſultingly 
dragged along a priſoner by thoſe who 
had juſt before been obſequiouſly obedient 
to his nod. To-increaſe the general 
terror, Jaques, with a face of alarm, 
called upon a number of the other re- 
tainers to augment his guard, as if already. 
in danger of a reſcue, who tremblingly 
obeyed, and in ſolemn form he conveyed 
. his 
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his affrighted priſoner to one of the 
weſtern dungeons, where, loading him 
with chains, he left him to lament his 
loſt power, and, reaſcending the ſtairs 
carefully locked the door, and ſtationed 
there a ſtrong guard, in purſuance of his 
maſter's orders. He now haſtened to 
releaſe his beloved Margaret, whoſe aſto- 
niſhment was only equalled by her joy at 
ſeeing her Jaques again the deputy ſove- 
reign of the houſehold. 

Thetale, relatedto the Baronby Jaques, 
accorded ſo well with thoſe ſuſpicions con- 
cerning the deſigns of.the Baron de Mon- 
tacute, which Arthur, to ſuit his own pur- 
poſes, had, from time to time, infuſed: 
into his mind, that not a doubt remained 
of the exiſtence of the conſpiracy, de- 
tailed by his crafty domeſtic. Summon- 
ing .his ſon to his preſence, he related to 
him the whole of what Jaques had pre- 

| tended 
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tended to reveal to him, except what re- 
lated to Matilda, which he carefully con- 
cealed. Arthur was now himſelf aſto- 
niſhed, and began to imagine his father 
had ſuſpected his journey through the 
dungeons, and was in conſequence taking 
effectual means to prevent him from again 
traverſing their gloomy paſſages. But 
the Baron's earneſtneſs of manner, and 
the real agitation viſible in his counte- 
nance, convinced his ſon at leaſt of the 
reality of his belief, if not of the truth of 
the conſpiracy. 

The Baron charged his ſon, with a 
confiderable degree of anxiety, to ſum- 
mon the retainers without the caſtle to 
his ſtandfrd, and make uſe of every poſ- 
ſible means to guard againſt and defeat 
the expected attempt. In the midſt of 
their converſation a female from the Eaſt 
Tower abruptly entered the room, and, 

| with 
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with much agitation, acquainted the Ba- 
ron with the eſcape of Marianne. Be- 
lieving her to be actually much indiſ- 
poſed they had not thought it proper to 
diſturb her, until, alarmed by the long 
continuance of her abſence, they repaired 
to the door of her apartment, which, af- 
ter fruitleſsly knocking at, for ſome time, 
they broke open, and to their no ſmall 
aſtoniſhment diſcovered her flight, Un- 
able to find her, after an aſſiduous ſearch 
through all the apartments of the Tower, 
the female, now in the preſence of the 
Baron, had come trembling with fear to 
inform him of the unlooked for event. 
Arthur now concluded that Marianne | 
muſt be the female who had thrown her- 
ſelf into his arms at the door of the Eaſt 
Tower and was conſiderably agitated with 
the fear of a diſcovery. The Baron was 
little lefs alarmed with the fear of his ad- 
| verſary 
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verſary Montacute and his accomplices, 
and obſerving the agitation of his ſon, 
attributed it to the fame cauſe, and ſaid 
to him, in tremulous tones, © See Ar- 
te thur how am betrayed, depart inſtantly 
and ſummon all my retainers to the 
<« caſtle, or we ſhall both, perhaps, be 
ce murdered.” Arthur knew not what to 
think of the conſpiracy which had been 
developed to him, but his deareſt intereſts 
were at ſtake in the event of its reality, 
and he, therefore, did not heſitate to obey 
his father's commands, He inſtantly 
departed from the caſtle, and, ſummon- 
ing the retainers of Umfreville to his 
ſtandard, ſtationed them around, ſo as 
effectually to prevent the approach of any 
hoſtile band undiſcovered. 

The Baron, in the mean time, once 
more ſummoned Matilda to his preſence, 
who having now diſcovered the loſs of 
the 
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the note, delivered to her by Conrad, re- 
paired, trembling, to his apartment, fear- 
ful tfat her beloved Conrad had been 
betrayed by its accidental loſs, which ſhe 
deplored with the moſt heart-felt grief. 
Again commencing his interrogatories, 
and with his mind full of Pierre and the 
Baron de Montacute, he ſaid, © I now 
* know, Matilda, that you-had an:accom- 
te plice in your eſcape, and that accom- 
e plice was my villainous ſuperintendant 
“ Pierre.” Matilda, aſtoniſhed at hear- 
ing a name of which ſhe had no know- 
lege mentioned as the affiſtant of her. 
flight, ſuppoſed, from the poſitive aſſertion 
of the Baron, that ſhe had herſelf been 
deceived, and had flown into the arms of 
Pierre inſtead of her lover, and that the 
manner of her eſcape being now diſ- 
covered it might be dangerous to deny 
it any longer; ſhe therefore replied, after 

A ſome. 
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ſome heſitation, © When I opened the 
% door, my Lord, leading to the dun- 
* geons, a man was there who conducted 
eme into the dungeon wherein you diſ- 
* covered me, but who he was I know 
* not, and it was this ignorance of him 
ce which induced me before to conceal 
ce the circumſtance.” This relation added 
fuel to the Baron's ſuſpicions, and he aſked 
her, Did Marianne eſcape-with you?“ 
« No, my Lord, but as the door was 
« unlocked ſhe might eſcape without 

ce difficulty.“ | | 
From the anſwers of Matilda the Ba- 
ron now concluded that, though ſhe might 
be deſtined to become the prize of the 
; victor, her eſcape was accidental, and 
that Marianne was the traitreſs who had 
become an accomplice with his enemies ; 
and the circumſtance of the former being 
left in the dungeon convinced him that 
her 
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her flight was not intended by her con- 
ductor, who therefore left her in the ſub- 
terraneous apartment where himſelf had 
found her. Apologizing to Matilda, with 
the utmoſt politeneſs for the harſhneſs of 
his conduct towards her, he diſmiſſed 
her to the enjoyment of all the liberty 
the Eaft Tower could afford, expreſſing 
a hope of ſoon again enjoying the plea- 
. ſure of her company. Matilda gladly 
retired from his preſence, delighted that 
Conrad was not in danger, and now ſup- 
poſing the note ſhe received had been 
intended as a decoy, or really for another 
fernale, cheriſhed in her boſom, with 
greater warmth, a hope of eſcape, of 
which ſhe now thought there ye" be 
a better opportunity. 

The Baron was now half inclined to 
put Pierre to the torture, for the purpoſe 
of extorting confeſſion, but recollecting 

the 
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the material evidence which Marianne 
might be induced to give, if taken, and 
there being no neceſſity for keeping any 
meaſure of concealment reſpecting her, 
he immediately inſtituted a ſearch in the 
caſtle and the dungeons beneath, the 
conduct of which he intruſted to his ſon 
and Jaques, and alſo a purſuit without, 


ſending ſeveral retainers different ways in 
ſearch of her, 


CHAP. 
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FARIANNE, in the mean time, 
after Conrad had quitted her, to 
return diſconſolately to the caſtle, began 
to conſider of a plan for her future con- 
duct. She now enquired of the inhabi- 
tants of the cottage relative to her pa- 
rents, and was informed by them of their 
departure from the country. Entirely 
friendleſs, and without money, and from 
the nature of her education wholly igno- 


rant of any means by which ſhe might 


acquire a ſubſiſtance, and from long ha- 
bits of indolence diſinelined to labour, 
ſhe found herſelf without a home, and to 


have 
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have eſcaped from the evils attendant 
upon her impriſonment only to experi- 
ence thoſe more dreadful, penury and 
want. | 
In the midſt of her reflections, the in- 
habitants of the cottage, wondering the 
ſuppoſed pilgrim made fo long a ſtay, 
invited her to partake of their homely 
dinner. With this invitation ſhe com- 
plied, ſo far as to deſcend from her ſoli- 
tude and take her ſeat with the family, 
but having been long the inmate of ex- 
ceſſive luxury, even hunger could now 
ſcarcely induce her to taſte of the coarſe 
though wholeſome viands that were ſet 
before her. Diſguſted with her fare, with 
the homely plainneſs of the people who 
haſpitably endeavoured to entertain her, 
and with every thing ſhe ſaw around her, 
ſhe fat ſilently muſing upon her condi- 
tion, All the luxuries and. conveniencies 


ſhe 
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ſhe had partaken of, and enjoyed, in the 
ſtately manſion of Umfreville, now ruſhed 
into her mind in full force, and loſt no- 
thing by being contraſted with the want 
of all that habit inſtigated her to denomi- 
nate the neceffaries of life, which appeared 
in ſtriking colours delineated around her. 
The hardſhips of impriſonment were for- 
gotten, and ſhe lamented the folly that 
had influenced her to eſcape. In full 


poſſeſſion of the liberty ſhe had ſo ardently 


deſired, ſhe knew not ow to enjoy it, and 
remaining overpowered by ennui, ſhe 
poſſeſſed no means, in her preſent ſitua- 
tion, of employing her hours, or impart- 
ing pleaſure to the paſſing moment. 
Liſtleſs and weary ſhe at length walked 
out of the cottage, without any ſettled 


purpoſe, but merely from the impulſe of 


indolence, and not deigning to thank its 
inhabitants for what ſhe had certainly not 
BE 7 enjoyed, 
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enjoyed, but which they had given with 
the moſt hoſpitable and friendly intent ; 
ſhe proceeded onward without knowing 
whither her ſteps tended. After walking 
and reſting alternately, a conſiderable 
time, ſhe entered, unconſciouſly, upon 
the domains of the Baron de Montacute, 
who happened to be riding near the ſpot 
with a number of attendants, and Mari- 
anne being diſguiſed in man's apparel, 
with a ſort of hat which concealed her 
face, he did not at firſt notice her; a ſud- 
den guſt of wind, however, having, juſt 
as he arrived near her, blown away her 
hat, the Baron was ſtruck with the face, 
and, notwithſtanding the habit, imme- 
diately ſuppoſed the figure before him to 
be. a woman in diſguiſe. Marianne, per- 
ceiving near her a man who was appa- 
rently of rank, darted a look at him, 
which ferved to confirm his fuppoſition, 


whilſt 


. 
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whilſt it excited much wonder in his mind 
at the diſguiſe ſhe had aſſumed, 

Her beauty and elegance of form en- 
| flamed his imagination in ſpite of her 
diſguiſe and fatigue, and, alighting from 
his horſe, he reſpectfully approached her, 
whilſt his attendants remained at a ſhort 
diſtance; Marianne complacently waited 
kis approach. Madam,” faid the Ba- 
ron, © for I think I may addreſs you by 


te that title, excuſe my rudeneſs, but you 
c appear to be fatigued, and I approached 


« you for the purpoſe of making an offer 


ce of all the conveniences my manſion af- 
ce fords until you ſhall again chuſe to re- 
e ſume a journey, no doubt, dictated by 
tc ſome imperious motive.” Marianne 
was about to reply, when ſeveral perſons 
haſtily approached, and vehemently pro- 
nounced her name; turning her eyes to- 
wands them, with ſome degree of trepida- 
tion, 
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tion, ſhe immediately recognized the li- 
very of Umfreville. Alarmed and terri- 
fied at the proſpect of the brutality ſhe 
had every reaſon to expect from the rage 
of her former maſter, ſhe lew into the arms 


of Montacute, and piteouſly implored 
him to deliver her from their attack, 
Montacute enflamed by her beauty, 
rendered more intereſting by her diſtreſs 
—and melted by her tears—immediately, 
upon the impulſe of the moment, ſum- 
moned his attendants, who had already 
half approached, imagining their maſter 
to be in danger. The Baron retreated 
towards them with Marianne; and the re- 
tainers of Umfreville, who were really 
in purſuit of her, halted, and were, for 
a while, undetermined what conduct they 
ſhould purſue. Reflecting, however, on 


their danger, from the anger of the Baron, 
their maſter, if by any means he ſhould 
VOL, 11, F become 
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become acquainted with their retreat after 
gaining ſight of Marianne, without mak- 
ing any effort to ſeize her; they reſolved 
upon an attack, if neceſſary, and one of 
them, taking upon him the command, 
advanced towards the Baron de Monta- 
cute, and, in the name of his maſter, de- 
manded the reſtitution of the woman 
whom he had prevented them from ſeiz- 
ing, as the ſervant of the Baron de Um- 
freville, whom he wiſhed to puniſh for 
treaſon againſt her Lord, of which ſhe 
had been guilty. | 
Montacute had predetermined not to 
yield her unleſs compelled by force, and, 
regardleſs of conſequences, haughtily re- 
fuſed compliance with the requeſt. No 
alternative but the ſword now remained, 
and the retainers of Umfreville bravely 
advanced to the attack, which was met 


with equal courage by Montacute and 


his 


anc 
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his attendants. The fight continued for 
ſome time, with equal ardour, but the 
retainers of Montacute, more numerous 
than their aſſailants, and animated by the 
preſence and encouragement of their 
maſter, overpowered the latter, and put- 
ting them all to the ſword, except two, 
whoſe ſwiftneſs preſerved their lives, 
Montacute bore away in triumph the 
grateful and overjoyed Marianne, whom 
he conſidered as a prize worthy of the 
exertions he had made for her preſer- 
vation. 

The retainers who had eſcaped, fled - 
with all ſpeed into the preſence of their 
maſter, ſweating, and breathleſs, and ex- 
hauſted by their flight. The Baron alarm- 
ed by their abrupt appearance, and agi- 
tated countenances, immediately conclud- 
ed the Baron de Montacute was at hand, 
and about to commence his attack, and 
F 2 eagerly 
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eagerly enquired, © What news?“ «© O 
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an pleaſe your Lordſhip,“ ſaid one of 
them, © we have hardly been able to ſave 


our lives.” The Baron impatient at 


their appearance, angrily repeated © what 


news, I ſay?” © An pleaſe your Lord- 
ſhip,” continued the retainer, “ we 


had juſt taken the Lady Marianne, 


whom your Lordſhip ſent us in purſuit 
of, in men's clothes, when the Baron 
de Montacute came up, my Lord, at 


the head of all his retainers, and at- 


tacked us; we did all we could my 
Lord, and bravely defended ourſelves, 
we laid about us my Lord, finely, and 
ſent a good many of them out of the 
world, I aſſure your Lordſhip; but 


they were fifty times more numerous 


than us, my Lord; and fo at laſt, 
pleaſe your Lordſhip, when all our 
companions were laid low, we were 


« obliged 
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c 


* 


obliged to fly for our lives, and leave 
the Lady Marianne to the Baron: 
they purſued us, my Lord, for ſome 
miles, and I wonder how we did to 
* eſcape, pleaſe your Lordſhip.” 

The Baron doubted not the truth of 
what agreed ſo well with all that had been 


c 


c 


A 


c 


A 


related to him for ſeveral hours paſt, and 


expecting every moment the appearance 
of Montacute, at the head of all his re- 
tainers, whilſt he ſuſpected the fidelity 


of ſome of his houſhold, diſplayed con- 


ſiderable alarm and anxiety, and redou- 
bled every precaution of defence. Arthur, 
who happened to be preſent when the 
retainers entered his father's apartment, 
no longer doubted the hoſtile intentions 


of Montacute ; and himſelf under a con- 


ſiderable degree of apprehenſion and 
alarm, offered immediately to lead his 
father's retainers againſt him, and give 


F 3 him 
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him battle upon the ſpot ; but the Baron 
afraid of his caſtle being ſurpriſed in the 
abſence of Arthur, would not permit him 
to depart, and making every poſſible 
preparation for defence, anxiouſly waited 
the event of the expected attack. 

The retainers who had returned from 
the encounter with Montacute and his 
party, ſoon blazed it amongſt the houſe- 
hold, magnifying their danger, and gain- 
ing admiration and applauſe for their 
courage; whilſt Jaques terrified at the 
murderous tale, almoſt perſuaded himſelf 
into a belief that he had actually over- 
heard the pretended plot revealed by the 
unguarded converſation of Pierre, and 
congratulated himſelf on being before- 
hand in the diſcoyery of a conſpiracy 
which now appeared to have been actu- 
ally formed. 

'The night was paſſed in alarm, and 

was 
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was a ſleepleſs one to all the inhabitants 
of the Caſtle; frequently theroaring of the 
wind was miſtaken for an enemy, endea- 
vouring to break open the caſtle gates, 
and the pelting of the rain for arrows 
that ſhot againſt the caſements. The 
dawn of day found them in the ſame 
ſtate of ſafety and alarm, It was now 
concluded that the Baron de Montacute, 
hearing of the preparations made for de- 
fence at the Caſtle of Umfreville, had 
altered his intention, or at leaſt put off 
the execution of his ſcheme. Encour- 
aged by this, the Baron de Umfreville 
now reſolved to ſend ſome one inveſted 
with full power, to make a formal de- 
mand of the fugitive Marianne, But 
the Baron de Montacute had been revel- 
ling in her charms, and was too much 
faſcinated with her numerous attractions 
to yield her ſo eaſily, and ſent back a 

F 4 proud 
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proud defiance, inſtead of a compliance 
with the demand made by his rival. 
Montacute was in reality ignorant of 
the vaſt preparations that had been made 
by the Baron de Umfreville, of which 
he had been the fearful object, and giv- 
ing orders to prepare for the conteſt, 
which had now become inevitable, con- 
cluded there would be ample time to take 
all the neceſſary ſteps, whilſt his oppo- 
nent was likewiſe making ready, The 
Baron de Umfreville however, on re- 
ceiving the defiance of his rival, as 
well as intelligence of the abſence of 
warlike preparation, which appeared up- 
on his eſtates, immediately ordered his 
ſon to march and reſcue by force the 
unfortunate Marianne. Arthur obeyed 
the command, and was upon the domains 
of Montacute, before the latter ſuppoſed 
the meſſenger he had given his defiance 


0 
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to, had returned to the caſtle of Umfre- 
ville. 

Wholly unprepared for ſo unexpected 
an attack, he ſummoned about him a 
few of his retainers upon the ſpur of the 
occaſion, and unable to make a defence, 
requeſted a truce and a conference with 
Arthur de Umfreville, a demand which 
was, after ſome- conſideration, granted, 
and Montacute, after a little heſitation, 
ſeeing no proſpect of combating with 
advantage, the formidable force com- 
manded by Arthur, agreed to yield up 
Marianne as a peace-offering. Arthur, 
too well acquainted, on a former occa- 
ſion, with the proweſs: of his adverſary, 
by no means wiſhed to drive him to 
deſpair, and acceded to the terms of re- 
conciliation, Montacute immediately de- 
livered up Marianne, who wept, and 
implored her new protector in vain; he 

F. 5 had 
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had been faſcinated with her beauty and 
attractions, but now compelled by ſtern 
neceſſity, turned a deaf ear to her intrea- 
ties, and ſhe was forced away by Arthur, 
weeping and lamenting her fate, as ſhe 
now concluded a cruel death would be 
the puniſhment of her flight. 
Her beauty intereſted Arthur, but 
fearful of the rage of his father, he re- 
pelled the ſenſations it excited, and bear- 
ing her in triumph to the Baron, mag- 
nified his exploits, and diſplayed her 
as the hard carned prize of a well fought 
action. The Baron immediately, regard- 
leſs of her intreaties, placed her under 
the cuſtody of Jaques, ordering her to 
be confined in one of the dungeons, on 
the ſame ſide where Pierre was impri- 
ſoned, afraid if he confined her in one of 
thoſe under the Eaſt Tower, Matilda 
might find an opportunity of eſcaping. 
In 
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In quitting the room ſhe accidentally 
dropped a paper which the Baron took 
up, and which was the identical letter 
written by Conrad, dropped by Matilda, 
and accidentally picked up by Marianne. 
He muſed for ſome time upon the note, 
and at length concluded it muſt be cer- 
tainly attributed to Pierre. The ani- 
mated warmth of its concluſion, at the 
ſame time puzzled him not a little, as it 
ſeemed to be the Baron de Montacute 
for whom Marianne was to be reſcued 
from impriſoment, but how could he 
gain a fight of or form any peculiar wiſh 
concerning her? A myſterious darkneſs 
gathered around him, which he could 


not penetrate, but conſidering Pierre and 


Marianne as the chief agents in the con- 
ſpiracy, he determined to keep them cloſe 
priſoners in their reſpective dungeons, 
but for the preſent delay their examina- 

F 6 tion; 
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tion; and as there was now no immediate 
danger from the ſuppoſed machinations 
of Montacute, he diſmiſſed the retainers 
who had been ſummoned from without, 
ordering them to keep themſelves in rea- 
dineſs to be called out at a moment's 
warning, and relaxing the ſtrictneſs of his. 
precautions, retired to the apartment de- 
voted to his pleaſures, and ſent for Ma- 
tilda. 

Matilda on arriving at the door of the 
hateful and deteſted room would have 
drawn back, and again retired to her 
apartment, but was forced in by the fe- 
males who attended her, whilſt the Baron 
ſeizing her hand, led her to a ſopha, and 
ſeating her by his fide ſaid, “ My dear 
« Matilda, I ſent for you that we might 
« paſs away an hour or two together in 
« the feaſt of reaſon, and the flow of ſoul, 
« and cheat the dull moments of their 


tedioul- 


cc 
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tediouſneſs.“ © It is impoſſible, my 


Lord,” replied the beauteous Matilda, 
that I can aid your Lordſhip in devot- 
ing moments to mirth, when your 


conduct fills with the bittereſt ſorrow 


every hour of my life.” “ Your ſor- 
rows, my dear girl, are merely ima- 
ginary, for all the real pleaſures of life 
are in your poſſeſſion.” © No, my 
Lord ; for you have deprived me of 


« my liberty, and without that every 


other enjoyment ſinks into infignifi- 
cance,” Matilda durſt not tell him 


he had torn. her from the man of. her 
heart, and was thus forced to lay the ſtreſs 
of her complaint upon the lofs of liberty, 
which was in reality, only a ſecondary 


_ conſideration. The Baron immediately 


replied, . You have all the liberty, my 
<« love, that any one can wiſh for, that 
of enjoyment,” If your Lordſhip 


cc will 
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« will permit me to return to my parents, 
© ] ſhall then indeed be free.” This 
was no part of the Baron's plan, and he 
replied, © Your parents, as well as your 
ce brother, my love, are perfectly ſatiſ- 
ce fied with your reſidence here, and have 
ce not the leaſt wiſh for your return.“ — 
This Matilda knew to be falſe, and too 
ſurely ſeeing the aim of the Baron, remain- 
ed penſively ſilent. The latter throwing 
his arms about her, repeated a variety of 
what he might call fine things, but which 
conveyed only diſguſt to the ear of Ma- 
tilda, who agitated even to tears, by fear 
and anxiety, requeſted permiſſion to retire 
to her apartment, The Baron was vexed 
at the indifference with which ſhe treated 
his tender expreſſions, and the diſguſt, 
which ſhe did not ftudy to conceal ; but 
ſtill hoped to gain his point by perſever- 
ance; and whilſt he was angry at the lit- 

tle 
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tle impreſſion he had made, was ſtill 
pleaſed with the reſiſtance he met with, 
and fed his vanity with the proſpect of 
overcoming it. In anſwer to her requeſt 
he ſaid, „ do not deſire to detain you 
« my love, I only wiſh you not to per- 
< ſiſt in refuſing to give your charms all 
ce the luſtre they are capable of, and 
« your attractions all their deſtined 
ce force.” Matilda immediately retort- 
ed, © I hope, my Lord, I ſhall never 
« quit the ſimple graces of modeſty and 
c innocence, to deck myſelf in meretti- 
« cious allurements.” The Baron was 
ſomewhat diſconcerted by the firmneſs of 
her virtue, and hoping for a more favour- 
able opportunity, permitted her to retire 
to her chamber. 
Matilda having now the liberty of the 
whole of the Faſt Tower, frequently 
meditated upon the means of her eſcap- 


ing, 
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ing, ignorant whether ſhe owed her laſt | 


half executed flight to Conrad, or to ano- 
ther; ſhe thought ſhe might perhaps, 
meet with another lucky chnce of the 
ſame kind; and having puſhed' back the 
bolts: of the door, leading to the dun- 
geons, often waited there a conſiderable 
time, in hope of hearing ſome friendly 
footſtep, and of ſeeing the door of her 


deliverance opened; frequently alſo ſhe 


would anxiouſly watch at the windows of 
her apartment, hoping to receive another 
billet of inſtruction, to aſſiſt in complet- 
ing her. eſcape; but ſhe knew not the 
impediment there was now to the ſecret 
traverſing of the dungeons,. and whillt 
ſhe wondered no effort was made for her 


deliverance, and was ſometimes half inclin- 


ed. to accuſe her Conrad of neglect, he 


was penſive and melancholy at the-cruel 
diſappointment he had experienced, and 
the 


„„ 
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the impoſſibility of at preſent effecting a 
paſſage to the priſon of his Matilda, for 
the purpoſe of delivering her from her 
hateful confinement. Hearing of the 
recapture of Marianne, he became ſeri- 
ouſly alarmed, fearing a diſcovery of his 
being the unintentional accomplice of 
her flight, and of the object he aimed at 
in the attempt, and determined to plead 
extreme indiſpoſition, that he might not 
be called upon any active duty in the 
caſtle, and as a reaſon for the retirement 
and privacy which he reſolved to perſiſt 
in, and which now accorded ſo well with 
tae melancholy of his mind. 

The Baron, at length determined to 
interrogate Pierre and Marianne con- 
cerning the conſpiracy in which. he did 
not doubt they were engaged; and firſt 
ordered Marianne to be brought before 
him, threatening her with the torture if ſhe 


pre- 
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prevaricated in her anſwers ; he demand- 


ed by whoſe aſſiſtance, and by what means 


ſhe had effected her eſcape; Marianne 
trembling, related the manner, and what 
was really the fact, her ignorance of the 
perſon to whom ſhe was indebted for it. 
The- Baron conſidering her anſwers as 
fabricated for the purpoſe, ordered the 
inſtruments of torture to be made ready : 
Marianne fell on her knees, and implor- 
ing his mercy, ſaid ſhe ſhould know the 
perſon who aſliſted her in her flight, upon 
ſeeing him again, The Baron immedi- 
ately ordered Pierre to be brought up, 
and demanded of her if that was the man; 
but of him, ſhe with good reaſon, denied 
all knowledge: he now ordered her to be 
led over the houſhold under a ftrong 
guard, that ſhe might point out her ac- 
complice if there. Every one was or- 
dered to paſs in review before her, and 
of 
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of every one ſhe denied all knowledge. 
Conrad alone eſcaped, he had locked 
himſelf into his room under the plea of 
indiſpoſition, as was lately his cuſtom, 
and imagining him to be ill, they would 
not diſturb him. They now returned to 
the Baron with Marianne, relating, that 
ſhe had looked at all the houſhold, ex- 
cept Conrad, but could not meet with 
the perſon who had aſſiſted in her eſcape. 
ce It could not be Conrad,” ſaid the Ba- 
ron pettiſhly, © he was out of the caſtle 
« at the time.” 

The Baron now pulled the note he had 
picked up from his pocket, and ſhewing 


it to Pierre, aſked him in tones of vehe- 


ment anger, if he knew that; but ſeve- 
ral of the domeſtics preſent anſwered, 
that Pierre could neither read nor write, 
whilſt Marianne to exculpate herſelf, re- 
lated the circumſtances attendant upon 

her 
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her finding the billet in queſtion. The 
Baron aſtoniſhed at what he heard, knew 
not whether he ſhould believe it, and loſt 
in conjecture, began at length to imagine 
the Baron de Motacute himſelf had been 
in his caſtle in diſguiſe, the author and 
conveyer of the note, as well as Mariane's 
accomplice in her flight. The circum- 
ſtance of the latter reſcuing her, and con- 
veying her to his caſtle, ſeemed to con- 
firm his ſuppoſition. Jealouſy now took 
poſſeſſion of his mind, and he diſmiſſed 
them both to their reſpective dungeons, 
that he might meditate upon the circum- 
ſtances of the caſe, and the conduct he 
ought to purſue. 

Jaques, in the mean time, had muſed 
upon the agitation evinced by the Baron 
in his eager demand relative to Matilda, 
and the manner in which he endeavoured 
to turn the queſtion. ſo unguardedly aſk- 
ed, 
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ed, and not the leaſt doubt remained in 
his mind of the actual exiſtence of Ma- 
tilda in the Eaſt Tower. Piqued at the 
manner in which his maſter had endea- 
voured to evade the performance of his 
promiſe, and had thus blaſted all his 
golden hopes of independence, he deter- 
mined upon revenge, and conſidering the 
truſt lately repoſed in him, as nothing 
more than what he had been unjuſtly de- 
prived of, he owed no gratitude, and re- 
ſolved to deprive him of the prize he had 
ſo ſurreptitiouſly acquired. In what man- 
ner this could be beſt done, was a mate- 
rial conſideration. Her brother, as he 
ſuppoſed Conrad to be, would not, he 
thought, from the mere impulſe of fra- 
ternal affection, enter ſo warmly into any 
ſcheme formed for her reſcue, as one 
who was inflamed by the deſire of poſ- 
ſeſſing thoſe charms now monopolized by 


his 
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his maſter. And who ſo likely to become 
the object of this inflammability as Ar- 
thur, whom Jaques knew to be only 
withheld from intercepting his father's 
pleaſures by the dread of his power and 
his rage. 

Impreſſed with this idea he ſoon found 
an opportunity of meeting Arthur alone, 
and began a converſation: © Do you 


« know, my Lord,” ' ſaid the crafty 


Jaques, © that Pierre, who is now in 
« one of the dungeons, faith that Matilda 
*“ is ſtill alive,” Arthur had by no means 
given up his hopes of wreſting Matilda 
from his father to appropriate her to him- 
ſelf; on the contrary, the difficulties he 
had met with only ſerved ſtill farther to 
inflame his imagination, and render him 
more ardent in the purſuit of his ſcheme ; 
but the guard, placed conſtantly before 
the door of the dungeons, had damped 

| his 
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his hopes, and bitterly lamenting his diſ- 
appointment, he could ſtill diſcover no 
means of again paſſing in ſecret through 
the ſubterraneous paſſages. The obſer- 
vation of Jaques now cauſed the thought 
to dart into his mind of making him his 
confidant and afliſtant in the ſcheme. 
Affecting ſome ſurprize, he replied, 
Have you any reaſon, Jaques, to be- 
« lieve Pierre's aſſertion?” Jaques heſi- 
tated; he was afraid of mentioning yet 
the unguarded expreſſion and agitation 
of the Baron, and, digrefling from the 
immediate ſubject of converſation, he 
ſaid, © She was a beautiful damſel, my 
« Lord, do you not recollect her, Lord 
Arthur; her fine complexion—beau- 
© tiful features — brilliant eyes—ruby lips 
and delicate ſhape.” O, ſhe was an 
e angelic creature,” ſaid Arthur, © T am 
« inclined to imagine,” ſaid Jaques, 

ce that 
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ce that your Lordſhip loſt your heart to 
cc that fair damſel.” © But what do you 


« ſay,” ſaid Arthur, © concerning her 


ce being ſtill living, do you think it is 
« really true.” © I have reaſons for be- 
« lieving ſo, my Lord,” ſaid Jaques, in 
a. whiſpering voice, © which I don't 
« know whether I dare reveal to your 
ce Lordſhip.— O, you may depend 
« upon my ſecrecy,” ſaid Arthur, impa- 
tient to hear them, Jaques here related 
the obſervations he made upon the Ba- 
ron's manner reſpecting Matilda, and 
Arthur entirely agreed with him in the 
concluſion he had drawn from them, 
They now remained looking at each 
other, for a ſhort time, as if each wiſhed 
the other to begin firſt, Arthur was 
half afraid of truſting Jaques, knowing 
him to be the confidant of his father, 
but at length the latter broke the ſilence 

by 
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by ſaying, ** If I thought, my Lord;” 
he heſitated, and was ſomewhat afraid 
of proceeding. Arthur narrowly watched 
his manner, and now thinking he per- 
ceived a ſimilar diſpoſition with himſelf, 
reſpecting Matilda, no longer delayed, 
but immediately made his propoſal; 
e If you can aſſiſt me in obtaining her, 
ce Jaques, you may depend upon my 
« oratitude.” Jaques now purpoſely 
heſitated, to increaſe the ardour of Ar- 
thur, who continued his offer; © I will 
« preſent you with land, on ſucceeding 
« to my father's eſtates, which will, moſt 
probably, not be far diſtant, ſufficient 
e to enſure you independence for the 
* remainder of your life.“ Jaques ſtill 
pretended to heſitate, and Arthur, anxious 
to ſecure his aſſiſtance, put the finiſhing 
ſtroke to his propoſal, and ſaid, I pledge 
*© my honour for the performance of this 

VOL; 11. 6 e promiſe.” 
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« promiſe.” Jaques had now obtained 
all he could deſire from Arthur in return 
for the ſervice he was to render him, 
and immediately promiſing his co-opera- 
tion, a plan was formed, to be jointly 
executed by Arthur and Jaques, and they 
then ſeparated, each to play his allotted 
part. 

Conrad, in the interval, remained a 
prey to the moſt agonizing ſenſations ; 
his Matilda, till a priſoner in the Eaſt 
Tower, and deſtined to become the vic- 
tim to the lawleſs deſires of the Baron, 
whilſt it was utterly out of his power 
to render her any ſervice. Afraid of 
Jaques, whom he conſidered as the con- 
fidant of the Baron, he heſitated to aſk 
aid of him in delivering her; but the 
pain of his mind becoming too acute to 
be borne with fortitude, in a fit of deſpair 
he determined, at all hazards, to implore 

the 
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the aſſiſtance of Jaques in reſcuing her 
from her deteſted captivity. Finding an 
opportunity of ſpeaking to him alone, 
ſoon after his conſultation with Arthur, 
with the moſt earneſt anxiety he entreated 
his co-operation in the execution of a 
ſcheme which materially involved his 
happineſs. Jaques heſitated, and re- 
queſted to be informed relative to what 
was in agitation, Conrad requeſted, and 
the former faithfully promiſed, ſecrecy, 
when he detailed the hope he had formed 
of the aid of Jaques towards reſcuing his 
ſiſter from her impriſonment. The latter, 
finding Conrad was acquainted with her 
exiſtence, and, ſuppoſing he was con- 
verſing with the brother of Matilda, did 
not heſitate to inform him of the plan 
formed by himſelf and Arthur for her 
deliverance, imagining it would render 
its execution more certain. The Lord 


G 2 c Arthur!” 
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ce Arthur!” vehemently uttered Conrad, 
half diſtracted with jealouſy, ©& Yes,” 
ſaid Jaques, © the Lord Arthur,” ſome- 
what ſurprized at his impetuoſity. Con- 
rad, however, conſidering that by pre- 
tending to lend them aſſiſtance he might 
be enabled to defeat the intentions of 
Arthur, and bear off himſelf the lovely 
prize he was in ſearch of, immediately 
recovering himſelf promiſed his cordial 
co-operation, 

Jaques immediately flew to Arthur, 
and related to him the promiſe of aſſiſt- 
ance he had obtained from Conrad, Ar- 
thur, convinced of the difficulty attendant 
upon the ſcheme in agitation, was not 
now ſorry, but rather rejoiced that the 


co-operation of ſo able an aſſiſtant had 
been obtained. 


_ CHAP. 
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CHAP: IV, 


HE Baron was now become in a 
great meaſure diveſted of his fear 

and of his agitation, as no attack had 
been made or attempted by the Baron de 
Montacute, or his adherents, and deter- 
termined again to ſummon Matilda to his 
preſence, and endeavour to undermine 
ſome ſtrong hold in the citadel of her 
virtue, Repairing to that apartment, 
the ſight of which conſtantly covered her 
cheeks with bluſhes, he ſent for the lovely 
maid, who reluctantly appearing, he 
ſeized her hand, and ſeating her beſide. 
him, began by obſerving, © My lovely 
G 3 « Matilda, 
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c 


A 


Matilda, your charms become more 
ſeductively attracting, every day of 
tc your exiſtence.” Matilda replied, If 
« ſorrow and melancholy, my Lord, can 
« heighten the effect of whatever ſmall 
ſhare of perſonal accompliſhments I 
« poſſeſs, it muſt be, no doubt, mate- 
« rially increaſed.” “Sorrow and me- 
« lancholy, my dear girl, are not fit in- 
« mates for your beauty, joy and glad- 
<« neſs ought be its accompaniments, and 
love its effect.” © When I have rea- 
ce ſon to rejoice my Lord, thoſe accom- 
ee paniments will follow of courſe ; but 


* 


A, 


= 


c 


I cannot, nor will I attempt to put on 
ce the ſemblance of happineſs, when my 
« heart is torn with grief and deſpair.” 


Muſic now ſounded, and a number of 


female voices warbled forth a variety of 
ſongs, all expreſsly calculated for the 
votaries of pleaſure, Matilda frowned con- 

- tempt 
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tempt upon the efforts made to amuſe 
and enſnare her mind, and the diſap- 
pointed Baron at length gave the ſignal 
to ceaſe their exertions. Matilda, whoſe 
mind had been tortured rather than re- 
lieved, by the melting ſtrains poured up- 
on her ear, now requeſted permiſſion to 
retire to her chamber. Why my love,” 
ſaid the Baron, © are you fo impatient 
ce to retire? when ſhall I be bleſt with a 
© ſmall portion of your favour and ap- 
© probation?” The tears ſtarted into the 
eyes of Matilda, and ſhe returned no 
anſwer. You are ſilent, lovely Ma- 
* tilda,” faid the Baron; © do you then 
te give me no hopes of obtaining a place 


« in your affections?“ © Reſtore me, 


« my Lord, to thoſe affections from 
« which you have inſidiouſly wreſted 
« me, and you will then become the 
object of my gratitude,” © The ties 
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« of affection you mention, my love,” 
faid the Baron, © are ſnapt, they are 
« wholly extin& and obliterated.” —— 
* How do you mean, my Lord?”'— 
«© Your parents and your brother, my 
e lovely Matilda, as well as my houſhold 
* at this moment, believe you to be no 
« more, and have already paid the laſt 
duties to your ſuppoſed remains.” The 
ſhock had nearly overpowered the ſenſes 
of Matilda, and with difficulty ſhe pre- 
ſerved herſelf from fainting, but ſome- 
what recovering from her agitation, ſhe 
faid, in faint but agonizing accents : 
« Depravity ſuch as this, my Lord, 1 
cc could not have ſuſpected to exiſt in 
« the heart of man.” © Depravity, my 
c love, is a mere name, and what 
* you call depravity, I denominate a 
e legitimate purſuit after happineſs, 
© which only exiſts in pleaſing ſenſa- 

| ce tions: 
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ce tions.” © How then, my Lord, can 
ce you juſtify the depriving me of thoſe 
* pleaſing ſenſations, which according to 
* your own definition, conſtitute happi- 
ce neſs?” „ No, my love, I wiſh to 
* confer upon you happineſs, by adding 
© to the number of thoſe ſenſations.” — 
« Impoſſible, my Lord; you have de- 
ce prived me of all that conſtituted my 
ce happineſs; and now wiſh to engraft 
ce upon my mind the meretricious illuſi- 
ce ons and miſeries of vice.“ Still dif- 
appointed and ſucceſsleſs in all his efforts 
to proceed a ſingle ſtep in betraying the 
innocence of Marilda, he at length quit- 


ted her hand, and permitted her to re- 


tire. 
She immediately repaired to her cham- 
ber, a prey to hopeleſs miſery and deſpair. 


Her parents, her Conrad believed her 


dead, and no hope remained of ſuccour 
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or deliverance, but perhaps it might be a 

ſcheme made uſe of by the Baron for the 

purpoſes of deception; but every thing 

was to be feared from his avowed depra- 

vity; and it was highly probable he had 
in reality carried into execution the fraud 
he had mentioned. She now appeared 
cut off for ever from the world, and him 
whom ſhe moſt eſteemed and ardently 
loved; and without any reſource, by 
means of which ſhe might again return 
to thoſe pure pleaſures, which had been 
her only comfort and conſolation. De- 
ſpairing of her deliverance, and dread- 
ing the machinations and the power of the 
Baron, ſhe determined to blot herſelf 
from the page of exiſtence, rather than 
ſubmit to his libidinous deſires. When 
in the dungeon ſhe had accidentally laid 
her hand upon a dagger, and thinking it 
might be of uſe, had carefully concealed 
if 
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it ever ſince; ſhe now drew it from its 
concealment, and anxiouſly contemplat- 
ed its appearance, It was yet bright, 
and did not ſeem to have been ufed. Ma- 
tilda trembled as ſhe held it, and already 
the thought agitated her mind of point- 
ing it againſt herſelf. Struck with hor- 
ror at the contemplation of ſuicide, ſhe 
ſtarted and became appalled at the view 
of her own deſign;—ſtill it hung upon 
her mind, and with agitated ſtep ſhe 
paced her chamber, and at length again 
ſat down in an agony of grief, horror, and 
deſpair, Once more the thought of put- 
ting a period at once to her woes and her 
exiſtence ruſhed into her mind, and again 
was driven from its poſt by returning ſen- 
timents of piety and religion. Terri- 
fied at her intention, ſhe implored for- 
giveneſs, for having dared to form a 
deſign againſt that life ſne had no right 

G 6 to 
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to diſpoſe of; and at length. ſomewhat 
_ relieved from her extreme perturbation 

of mind, ſhe retired to her bed, and 
after paſſing ſeveral ſleepleſs hours, ſunk 
into a ſlumber, and dreamt ſhe had croſ- 
ſed the moat which ſurrounded the caſ- 
tle, and was flying from it with the ut- 
moſt expedition, The trepidation at- 
tendant upon her ſuppoſed flight awak- 
ened her; but the dream made an im- 
preſſion upon her mind, and ſhe could 
not help thinking it might be a fore- 
warning of her eſcape. Unable to ob- 
tain any farther ſleep from the reflections 
which her dream had given riſe to, ſhe 
aroſe at the dawn of day, and contem- 
plated for ſome time the proſpe& within 
her view, whilſt the thought of again 
enjoying, in perfect freedom, all the 
beauties of nature, obtained full poſſeſ- 
ſion of her mind, She obeyed their ſum- 


mons 
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mons to breakfaſt, and then retiring to 
her apartment, as had been her conſtant 
cuſtom until dinner, ſhe reflected upon 
the circumſtances of her dream, and at 
length reſolved to deſcend to the door 
leading to the dungeons, and perſiſt in 
remaining there for ſome time, hardly 
daring to expect, yet not without hope 
of ſome circumſtance happening favour- 
able to her deliverance. | 

With palpitating heart ſhe repaired to 
the door, and anxiouſly waited a conſi- 

derable time, whilſt the ſound of an unu- 
ſual noiſe and buſtle in the caſtle, fre- 
quently cauſed her to tremble with ap- 
prehenſion. At length ſhe began to 
deſpair of meeting with any favorable 
occurrence, and conſidering her dream 
as a mere illuſion of imagination, 
blamed herſelf for being ſo weak as 
to place confidence in its prediction. 


At 
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At length ſhe heard the ſound of foot- 
ſteps upon the ſtairs leading to the door; 
the palpitation of her heart increaſed, and 
trembling violently, ſhe was compelled to 
ſupport herſelf by leaning againſt the 
wall. The door was opened, and two 
men. maſked, and well armed, with 
each a lanthern in his hand, entered the 
paſſage. Matilda was ſtruck with ter- 
ror, but yet imagining it might be her 
eſcape which was intended, ſhe forebore 
to ſcream, and remained. leaning againſt. 
the wall unable to move. 

The men who. had entered advanced 
into the paſſage with the utmoſt caution, 
and proceeding a few ſteps, diſcovered 
Matilda. One of them ſtarted, and ſeem- 
ed to. tremble at the ſight, with an 
agitated manner he ſeized her hand, and 
preſſed it as if he knew her well, She at 
firſt thought it might. be a plot formed. 


by 


THE. MYSTERIOUS SEAL, 135 


by her tyrant for the purpoſe of her de- 
ſtruction; but the figure of the perſon 
who had ſeized her hand, and preſſed it 
with ſo much ardor ſtruck her, and tho' 
his face was entirely hid, ſhe thought it 
was Conrad. The other who now ad- 
vanced, and ſeized her other hand, ſhe 
knew not, but at all events, ſne thought 
no change in her ſituation could be for 
the worſe, and determined unreſiſtingly 
to accompany them. 
Neither uttered a word, but led her 
ſilently, after again locking the door, acroſs 
the paſſage into which the ſtairs led 
them, into the adjoining parallel paſſage, 
and from thence into the next, where eſ- 
corting her into the fartheſt dungeon, 
which ſhe well remembered, and the fight 
of which recalled fearful recolle&ions to 
her mind, one of them gave her a light, 
and in a low voice, which ſhe. thought 


ſounded 


136 THE MYSTERIOUS SEAL, 


ſounded like that of Conrad, deſired her 
to go in, and diſguiſe herſelf in thoſe 
male habiliments, which ſhe would find 
provided there for her uſe. 

Matilda now certainly concluding that 
her eſcape was intended, did not heſi- 
tate to obey the injunction ſhe had re- 
ceived, and whilft they filently waited 
without, ſhe entered the dungeon, and 
though ſtill in a tremor, was-not long in 
equipping herſelf in her intended diſguiſe. 
Returning to her conductors, they led her 
in perfect ſilence to the door of the dun- 
geons leading to the main body of the 
Caſtle, which having unlocked, ſhe ſaw 
Jaques completely armed, ſtanding be- 
fore it. Alarmed and agitated ſhe would 
have drawn back, but was faſt held by 
one of her conductors : Jaques immedi- 
ately called out, they were in danger, 
and puſhing himſelf with all his force, 
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againſt him whom ſhe had imagined to 


be Conrad, they both deſcended the ſtairs 


together, with ſome degree of violence, 
whilſt the other led her forward with ra- 
pid ſtep, until they arrived at the ſtair- 
caſe, up which, not long before, the 
Baron had inſidiouſly conducted her to a 
deteſted priſon. 

She now became ſeriouſly alarmed, and 
her mind yielded to the moſt fearful con- 
jectures. Heſitating ſhe would have drawn 
back, but was prevented by her conduc- 


tor, who in a low voice aſſured her, there 


was no ground for alarm, and that he 
was leading her to peace and ſafety. 


Somewhat calmed by this aſſurance, ſhe 


ſuffered herſelf to be led up the ſtaircaſe 
with a little leſs reluctance than when 


artfully conducted by the Baron. He 
now led her through ſeveral apartments. 


which ſhe had never before ſeen, and 
carefully 
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carefully locking the doors after him, at 
length to a chamber, where faſtening the 
door, and inviting her to be feated, he 
ſeated himſelf by her fide, and pulling 
off his maſk, Matilda ſaw before her 
Arthur de Umfreville, 

Aſtoniſhment and fear alternately ſway- 
ed and agitated her mind; ſhe recollected 
his addreſs to her the day preceding that 
on which ſhe had been enſnared by the 
Baron, and the intereſt he then ſeemed to 
take in her welfare; and concluding in the 
innocence of her heart, he entertained for 
her an honourable love, ſhe lamented it 
was not in her power to beſtow a return 
of affection upon the man who had ſo 
generouſly delivered her. But reflecting 
upon the ſcuffle that took place at the 
door leading out of the dungeons, and 
the ſubſequent diſappearance of him 
whom ſhe had ſuppoſed to. be Conrad, 


her 
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her fears were alarmed, and by no means 
* leſſened by the cautious manner in which 
ſhe had been led to the chamber where 
ſhe now found herſelf ſeated. 

Arthur now broke the filence he had 
ſo long maintained by ſaying, © My 
© lovely Matilda, you are at laſt ſafe from 
ce the deteſtable arts of my father, but, 
ce to enſure that ſafety, you muſt remain 
ce jn my apartments until ſome plan can 
ebe thought of by means of which you 
* may be finally removed- from all dan- 
ce ger of again becoming a captive to his 
ce power, The thought of remaining in 
the apartments of Arthur did not ſerve 
to leſſen thoſe fears which had began to 
agitate her mind, it ſeemed as if ſhe was 
only deſtined to exchange one priſon for 
another; ſhe immediately replied to his 
addreſs ; © I preſume, my Lord, my pa- 

« rents, and my brother, may be per- 

« mitted 


140 THE MYSTERIOUS SEAL. 


© mitted to viſit me in this new confine- 
ment. — © Not for the world,” re- 
torted the artful Arthur, © for then your 
te eſcape would be blazed abroad, and, 
c ſoon coming to the knowledge of the 
« Baron, you would be reconveyedto your 
ce priſon, and I ſhould be doomed to de- 
te ſtruction for promoting your flight.” 
This conveyed no tidings of comfort to 
the mind of Matilda, and her ſituation 
ſeemed now worſe than that ſhe had 
eſcaped from ; ſhe eagerly aſked, © Why 
« could we not now have eſcaped from 
ce the caſtle?” — © That was impoſſible, 
ce my dear Matilda, my father being in 
« its neighbourhood would have diſ- 
& covered our flight.” — Was not that 
© my brother, my Lord, who accompa- 
ce nied you to the Eaſt Tower, and has 
ce ſince diſappeared.” Arthur was rather 
confuſed, but, recovering himſelf, replied, 

. (0 No, 
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v No, my dear Matilda, it was not your 
ce brother, but another perſon, whom I 
© employed to aſſiſt me in promoting 
« your eſcape.” But Matilda had ob- 
ſerved his confuſion, and it tended to 
confirm her fears of his ſiniſter intentions, 
« But make yourſelf eaſy, my lovely 
« Matilda, continued Arthur, “ and in 
« a ſhort time you will be reſtored to 
<« your relatives, and all the enjoyments 
ce of perfect freedom.” Saying this he 
quitted the room, and Matilda, with fear 
and apprehenſion, heard him lock the 
door. She was now in a ſituation which 
again overwhelmed her with deſpair; ſhe 
anxiouſly looked around the room, and, 


perceiving a door, opened it with palpi- 


tating eagerneſs, but it led. only to a 
chamber of repoſe to which there was no 
other entry; ſhe fled to the windows, and 
found ſhe was on the ſame floor where 
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ſhe had been ſituated in the Eaſt Tower, 
but on the other ſide of the caſtle. The 
caſements, however, were not barred, 
and ſecluded like thoſe in the tower, and 
ſhe cheriſhed a hope of being ſeen and 
known, and acquiring aſſiſtance, by which 
ſhe might effect her eſcape, 

We will there leave her for a moment, 
and recur to the means by which her 
eſcape from the Eaſt Tower was effected. 
Arthur, Conrad, and Jaques, having, af- 
ter much diſcuſſion, jointly concerted to- 
eether another plan for her reſcue, in 
which it had been agreed {he ſhould be 
conveyed away from the caſtle with all 
expedition in the track pointed out by 
Conrad, and where he thought he ſhould 
be fully enabled, in conſequence of his 
knowledge of the road, to | reſcue her 
from Arthur, and bear away alone the 
lovely prize, together with all the merit 
of 


* 
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of aſſiſting her flight. Arthur, however, 
knowing his own baſe deſigns, with which 
Conrad was unacquainted, and being 
aware that the preſence of the latter 
would be an obſtacle to their comple- 
tion, concerted another plan with Jaques, 

to which Conrad was a ſtranger, for the 
' purpoſe of conveying her to his apart- 
ments. 

In purſuance of theſe ſchemes Arthur 
pretended extreme indiſpoſition, and, con- 
fining himſelf cloſely to his chamber, gave 
out that he could not leave it without 
danger to his life. In the mean time, 
by their united efforts, a report was 
raiſed that the Baron de Montacute had 
collected together his retainers, and was 
marching for the purpoſe of revenging 
the defeat he had met with from Arthur. 
The Baron was conſiderably alarmed, 
and ſtill more, when he heard from 


Jaques, 
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Jaques, who took care to be in the way, 
that his ſon was extremely ill, and muſt 
not, upon any account, quit his cham- 
ber. No time was to be loſt; Monta- 
cute was ſaid to be faſt advancing, and 
the Baron de Umfreville reſolved to take 
the command himſelf of his retainers, 
and march forward to meet him. Taking 


with him the greater part of thoſe within 


the caſtle, as, from the intelligence re- 
ceived, he did not fear a ſurprize, and 
ſummoning thoſe without, who having 
been lately conſtantly in readineſs, were 
ſoon enabled to Join his ſtandard, he com- 
menced his march. 

Jaques, as ſoon as his maſter was at 
ſome diſtance from the caſtle, diſpatched 
the remaining retainers to form an am- 


buſcade near a way on which he ſaid 


a party was to march, for the purpoſe 
of ſurpriſing it. The females were all 
employed 
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employed in their reſpective occupations, 
and, no obſtruction remaining, Conrad 
and Arthur, diſguiſed and maſked, de- 
ſcended into the ſubterranean paſſages 
and led away Matilda from the Eaſt 
Tower. Conrad, who had been informed 
by Arthur that three horſes were pro- 
vided, at a ſhort diſtance, to convey them 
on with more expedition, exulted as he 
aſcended the ſtairs towards their final exit 
from the dreary apartments, in the pro- 
ſpe& of his beloved Matilda's - eſcape, 
and anticipated, with glowing ſatisfac- 
tion, the happineſs he ſhould experience 
in her company, when, having deceived 
Arthur, he ſhould bear her away to ſome 
ſafe and concealed retreat, 

It was now that the ſcheme of Arthur 
and Jaques, which was a ſecret to Con- 
rad, was carried into execution; the mo- 
ment they had opened the door, Arthur, 
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who had unlocked it, ſtepped forward, 
holding Matilda by the hand, when Jaques, 
pretending danger, threw himſelf againſt 
Conrad, and forcing him, by the ſhock, 
to quit her other hand, which he had 
hitherto firmly and fondly held, they both, 
unable to ſtop themſelves, deſcended to- 
gether the ſtairs, with difficulty preſerv- 
ing themſelves from falling, whilſt Ar- 
thur locked the door, and proceeded with 
Matilda to his apartments. 

| Conrad, not having the leaſt ſuſpicion 
of treachery, concluded, when Jaques ex- 
claimed danger, that there was, in reality, 
ground for apprehenſion, and conſidered 
the rude ſhock, given him by the latter, 
as a friendly violence. Recovering, how- 
ever, from the effect of the ſhock, and 
perceiving no trace of Arthur or Matilda, 
and the door ſhut, he began to ſuſpect 
he had been the victim of deception, 


and 
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and bitterly reproached Jaques for his 
treachery; but the latter, wiſhing to de- | 
tain him there a little while, until Arthur 
could convey away Matilda, endeavoured 
to ſoothe him, and began to enter into 
a a minute detail of the danger that awaited v7 
them. Conrad, however, thinking he per- | 1 


N 
ceived the drift of his diſcourſe, inſiſted 9 
upon the door being opened, and Jaques, 1 
ſuppoſing there was now no fear of his 1 
diſcovering Arthur, complied with his 15 


demand. | 

The moment he was freed from his 
temporary. impriſonment, taking off his 
maſk, he fled, with the utmolt rapidity, 
out of the caſtle gates, and determining 
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to keep no meaſures with the perfidious 
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Arthur, and to ſacrifice him to his venge- 
ance, whilſt he reſcued, by force, his be- 
loved Matilda, he ſwiftly proceeded in 
the track they had agreed to purſue, bur 
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no veſtige of their flight was to be per- 
ceived, Amazed, and diſappointed, he 
ran, with eager ſpeed, a number of diffe- 
rent ways, and aſcended ſeveral emi- 
nences, where he anxiouſly looked around, 
' but no trace of them was to be diſ- 

covered. | 
In the mean time the Baron, unable 
to diſcover any embattled force in his 
way, or any traces of hoſtile preparation 
on the domains of his rival, began to 
ſuppoſe he had given him the ſlip,” and 
knowing the defenceleſs ſtate in which 
his caſtle had been left, haſtened back, 
fearing a ſurprize. Aſtoniſhed at ſeeing 
no enemy in his way, he redoubled his 
ſpeed, and endeavoured to return a ſhorter 
road than that he had marched” along 
from the caſtle. Arrived within a ſhort 
diſtance of his manſion a body of men 
ſuddenly appeared in ambuſcade; no 
| doubt 
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doubt was entertained of their being ſome 
of the adherents of the Baron de Monta- 
cute, and immediate preparations were 
made for an attack. Soon, however, 
recognizing each other, as friends, the 
amazement of the Baron was increaſed. 
He ſpeedily advanced to the caſtle gate, 
and finding no one there began to fear 
the caſtle had been ſacked and plundered 
in his abſence, and that it was to obtain 
an opportunity for doing this that the 
report of the Baron de Montacute's ad- 
vancing was raiſed as a feint; a ſuppo- 
ſition that was not a little confirmed by 
the ſound of deep groans, which imme- 
diately ſtruck the ears of the Baron and 
thoſe who entered with him. 
Conſiderably agitated, he liſtened for a 
while, and finding at length they pro- 
ceeded from the paſſage leading towards 
the dungeons, the Baron immediately re- 
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paired thither, with his ſword drawn, 
accompanied by a detachment of his re- 
tainers ſtrongly armed, and, to his no 
{mall aſtoniſhment, ſaw, upon his arrival, 
Jaques lying upon the ground, from whoſe 
mouth iſſued thoſe dreadful groans by 
which he had been agitated and his party 
alarmed. 

Advancing towards his domeſtic he 
raiſed him up, with the aſſiſtance of ſome 
of his attendants, and eagerly enquired 
into the cauſe of his groans; but Jaques 
pointed to the gag that prevented him 
from ſpeaking, which, when the aſto- 
niſhed Baron had himſelf removed, and 
again with the moſt eager anxiety re- 
peated his queſtion, Jaques, after a great 
number of lamentations and expreſſions 
of pain, endeavoured to anſwer him: 
« An pleaſe your Lordſhip,” ſaid Jaques, 


« as. I was ſtanding guard at the door 
| | Re, 


* 
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< here, two men, in maſks, terrible look- 
ing figures, came into the paſſage, all of 
* a ſudden, my Lord, and having gagged 
* and beat me, till I could not ſtir, pleaſe 
<« your Lordſhip, one of them ſtaid be- 
«hind to guard me, and the other got 
ce hold of my keys, and went down into 
te the dungeon, my Lord; ſo preſently 
ce he came back again and brought ſome- 
ce body with him, who it was, my Lord, 
e T don't know, but I ſhouldn't at all 
© wonder if it was Pierre or Marianne 
te whom they have reſcued; one of them 
« ſtood over me with a large ſword, and 
e threatened to ſheathe it in my body 
ce jf I ſtirred, and when they had done 
ce what they wanted, they threw the keys 
ce at me with great force, and hit me 
e a hard blow on the head with them, 
e which quite ſtunned me, and I did not 
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te recover my ſenſes till juſt before your 
* Lordſhip came here.“ 

The Baron was totally at a loſs to ac- 
count for the ſtrange ſtory he had heard 
from the- mouth of Jaques, and giving 
the keys to two of the retainers com- 
manded them to deſcend, and obſerve 
whether Pierre and Marianne were in 
their reſpective dungeons. The domeſ- 
tics ſoon returned with an anſwer in the 
affirmative, and he now certainly con- 
cluded that Jaques muſt have been ſeized 
with a ſudden fit of inſanity, and the 
ſtory of the men in the maſks was one 
of the reveries of his diſtempered imagi- 
nation, 

He immediately ordered Jaques to be 
conveyed to his apartment, and every 
neceſſary aſſiſtance rendered to him. All 
the retainers of his houſehold being now 

| arrived, 
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arrived, every thing in the caſtle was 
found in its proper place, and no ſign of 
an enemy having been there, an appear- 
ance which confirmed the concluſion he 
had formed relative to the ſudden inſanity 
of Jaques; but the gag, which was actu- 
aily upon his mouth overturned the . 
concluſion the Baron had triumphantly 
arrived at, and aſcending to his apartment, 
he muſed deeply upon the relation of 
Jaques, but was wholly unable to aſſign 
a rational cauſe to ſuch an effect. 

Jaques had recourſe to this ſcheme, 
that his aſſiſtance, in the flight of Ma- 
tilda, when diſcovered, ſhould not be ſuſ- 
pected, nor any ſuſpicion reſt upon thoſe 
who were actually concerned. 

Fears of the moſt horrid kind now 
agitated the mind of Conrad, and ſwel- 
ling with rage at the treachery of which he 
had been the victim, he ran back to the 

Hs caltle, 
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caſtle, and proceeding directly to the door 
of the dungeon, he found Jaques was not 
there; flying immediately to his apart- 
ment, where he was ſurpriſed to find him 
in bed, he ſeized him by the throat, and 
brandiſhing his dagger, threatened him 
with inſtant death, if he did not imme- 
diately ſay where Matilda had been con- 
veyed. Jaques terrified at the menace, 
but ſtill deſirous of keeping the ſecret, 
attempted to prevaricate, but Conrad 
enraged almoſt to madneſs, was not 
to be trifled with. He already moved the 
dagger towards him, and Jaques terri- 

| fied at the thought of loſing his life, at 
laſt told him ſhe had been conveyed by 
the Lord Arthur to his own apart- 
ments. 

Conrad immediately ſcizing a {word 
| flew, regardleſs of danger, to the apart- 
ments of Arthur, where knocking loudly 


at 
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at the door, it was opened by the latter, 
ſuppoſing it to be one of his attendants. 
Conrad immediately ruſhed in, and lay- 
ing his hand upon his ſword, demanded 
Matilda. Arthur was rather alarmed at 
his abrupt appearnce; but affecting ſur- 
priſe, denied all knowledge of her place 
of concealment; and was about to detail 


a made up ſtory of her being reſcued from 
him by the ſatellites of the Baron, and 
himſelf in imminent danger; but Conrad 
ſternly interrupted him, and ſaid, © Lord 
« Arthur, there is no neceſſity for you 
* to degrade yourſelf by deceit; your 
* accomplice Jaques reluctantly, com- 
« pelled by the fear of death, has reveal- 
* ed to me the circumſtance, and I know 
„ ſhe is here,” The reloluteneſs of 
manner diſplayed by Conrad, and the 
courage which Arthur was well aware he 
H 6 poſſeſſed, 
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poſſeſſed, intimidated the latter, and with 


a 
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ſoft politeneſs he ſaid, © Conrad, you 
are in the wrong to be ſo boiſterouſly 
unruly in demanding your ſiſter, know- 
ing your impetuoſity, I had her con- 
veyed here, on purpoſe that ſhe might 
not be involved in danger from its ef- 
fects. You muſt be aware of the im- 
portance which reſts upon her eſcape 
being kept a ſecret, until a flight from 
the Caſtle ſhall be adviſeable; and 
upon mature - conſideration, to fly at 
preſent from it, appeared to be an en- 
terprize pregnant with danger, and 
therefore I reſolved upon this as a 
ſubſtitute; but there was not time for 
me to make your impetuoſity bend to 
its policy, and therefore I was compel- 


« led to have recourſe to the method I 
„ adopted,” | 


Some- 
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Something ſeemed to lurk beneath this 
plauſible argument, which added to Ar- 
thur's denial of the fact, and attempt at 
prevarication were by no means fatisfac- 
tory to Conrad, who reſolutely demanded 
to be led immediately to his ſiſter ; a re- 
queſt which Arthur did not wiſh to 
orant, and knew not how to deny. At 
length, intimidated by the reſolute ſtern- 
neſs of Conrad, and wholly ignorant of 
his being the lover, inſtead of the bro- * 
ther of Matilda, he acceded to his re- 
queſt, and leading him to the apart- 
ment where ſhe was, ſhut - the door 
and locked him in, informing him he 
would let him out upon his making an 
agreed upon ſignal for that purpoſe. 

The ſurpriſe of Matilda may be more 
eaſily conceived than expreſſed, at ſeeing 
her beloved Conrad enter her apartment, 


after 
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after the converſation that had paſſed be- 
tween her and Arthur, whom ſhe even 
again imagined to have been her gene- 
rous deliverer, and that ſhe was only de- 
tained here as a meaſure of precaution to 
enſure her ſafety. 


Conrad advanced towards her with a 


cautious air, and ſeizing her hand, with a 
low and tremulous voice ſaid, O my 
« Matilda, how have you been betrayed, 
ce treachery reigns throughout this deteſ- 


, 


© table manſion ;” and till lowering his 


voice ſaid, © let us fly from it with eager 


© haſte and impetuous ſpeed, to ſome 
te ſequeſtered ſpot, where we may paſs 
* together the remainder of our lives in 
« peace and content. Matilda now 
recovered a little from the agitation into 
which his ſudden and unexpected ap- 
pearance had thrown her, replied, © O 

« Conrad, 
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« Conrad, I will encounter, with plea- 
ce ſure, every difficulty and danger that 
« preſents itſelf, if I can but eſcape with 
© you from this hateful caſtle.” Con- 
rad looked cautiouſly around, and was 
much afraid of being overheard; advan- 
eing to the windows, and trying them, 
he rejoiced at finding the means of eſ- 
cape, and immediately propoſed to his 
Matilda to ſcale them in the night, and 
conveying her away, they might be out 
of all danger from purſuit, before her 
eſcape was diſcovered. 

Matilda eagerly acceded to the propo- 
ſal, and agreed to be upon the watch, 
and ready to accompany him at the ap- 
pointed hour. She now detailed to him 
all the miſery ſhe had ſuffered fince they 
laſt met, and the ſuſpicions ſhe entertain- 
ed of the intentions of Arthur. Theſe 

ſuſpicions 
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| ſuſpicions the relation of Conrad ſerved 
to confirm in her own mind, and they 
mutually congratulated each other upon 
the ſucceſs with which the inſidious. Ar- 
thur had been in-turn deceived, and the 
near proſpect of their deliverance. An 
interchange of the tendereſt ſentiments of 
love ſucceeded, and the moments paſſed 
ſwiftly away, until Arthur became quite 
impatient at the long ſtay of Conrad, and 

unlocking the door, entered the room. 
Conrad hearing the key turned im- 
mediately became ſilent, and walking to 
the window was ſtanding there when Ar- 
thur entered the room. The latter im- 
mediately addreſſing himſelf to Conrad 
ſaid, 1 hope you are now ſenſible of 
ce the neceſſity of your ſiſter's ſtaying in 
te my apartments, until the ardor of pur- 
te ſuit is cooled, and of a ftrift ſecrecy 
ce being 
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« being obſerved relative to the place of 
< her concealment.” Conrad who had 
ſettled with Matilda their plan of eſcape, 
did not heſitate to accede to the truth of 
his rival's propoſitions, and uttering a 
farewell to his ſuppoſed ſiſter, retired 
from the room, and was eſcorted by Ar- 
thur to the ſtaircaſe, 


CHAP, 
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HE hour of dinner in the Eaſtern 
Tower having arrived, one of the 
females repaired to the door of Matilda's 
apartment for the purpoſe of ſummoning 
her to their repaſt. Receiving no anſwer 
after repeatedly knocking, ſhe opened 
the door, which was not locked, and 
went into the room. Alarmed at not 
ſceing Matilda, ſhe haſtened to the apart- 
ment where her companions were aſſem- 
bled, and informed them of the event. 
A ſearch was immediately inſtituted, 
which was of courſe fruitleſs; and ob- 


ſerving the bolts of the door leading to 
| the 
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the dungeons puſhed back, it was una- 
nimouſly concluded ſhe muſt haveeſcaped 
that way, though-by what means could 
not be ſuggeſted. 
Terrified at her flight, no one dared to 
go into the preſence of the Baron to inform 
him of the event, and after much fearful 
conſultation, it was determined to proceed 
in a body to their Lord, for the purpoſe. 
of making him acquainted with it, as he 
muſt at all events ſoon know the circum- 
ſtance. 
In purſuance of this reſolution, they 
repaired to his apartment, and requeſted 
to be admitted to his preſence. The 
Baron, amazed at ſuch a requeſt, imme- 


diately complied, and was then informed 

of the eſcape of Matilda. 

The tale related by Jaques concerning 

the men maſked, who had forcibly entered 

the dungeons, now forcibly ruſhed upon 
his 
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his mind, and he doubted not they had 
carried off Matilda inſtead of Pierre or 
Marianne, according to the ſuppoſition 
of his domeſtic. Now he found too ſurely 


every reſource of purſuit cut off, for the 


ſtory of her death being circulated and 
univerſally believed, and imagining as he 
did, that no one but himſelf and the 
females in the Eaſt Tower knew of her 
exiſtence, he could not employ any agent 
to purſue her, without making diſcoveries 
which would have exhibited his character 
in ſo dark a ſhade as to make him recoil 
with horror at its contemplation, 

He paced his apartment agitated with 
the moſt gloomy fears, and now his 
ſuſpicion reſted upon the Baron de Mon- 
tacute, now upon Jaques, then upon 
Conrad, and then upon his ſon, until 
quite bewildered in dark conjectures 
which rent his mind, but enabled him to 

| fix 
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fix upon no point from whence he could 
begin to develope the myſtery which 
ſurrounded him; he at length ſuſpected 
every one, and fancying himſelf univer- 
ſally betrayed, in a fit of ſuſpicious gloom 
he deſcended to the Caſtle gates, and, 
ordering the bridge to be drawn up, 
locked them faſt, and taking the key with 
him to his apartment, refuſed either en- 

trance or exit to any perſon whatever. 
The domeſtics now thought their maſ- 
ter was actually mad, and loudly. mur- 
mured at being made priſoners within the 
Caſtle walls. Arthur and Jaques gueſſed 
the reaſon, The latter ſtill kept his bed 
under the pretence of being very ill from 
the effect of the blows he had received. 
Conrad likewiſe concluded the cauſe, but, 
now in deſpair, ſaw all his hopes of de- 
livering his beloved Matilda at once 
daſhed to the ground. He was now 
| himſelf 
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himſelf a priſoner at large in the Caſtle, 
along with the other retainers, and a 
conſtant guard being kept at the entrance 
Into the dungeons, which was cloſe to 
the private door, he could not attempt 
to go out thence without being immedi- 
ately diſcovered, and his deſign complete- 
ly fruſtrated. 

. Arthur, after eſcorting Conrad to the 
ſtairs, immediately returned to Matilda, 
and related a wondrous detail of the hot 
purſuit that was now inſtituted in conſe- 
quence of her flight, and promiſing her 
ſafety and protection in his apartments. 


Matilda, whoſe mind was occupied with 


her expected eſcape, ſlightly thanked him. 
Not diſcouraged by her coolneſs, he con- 
tinued, My lovely Matilda, your charms 
« have inſpired me with the moſt ardent 
te love: from the peculiar circumſtances 


« jn which I am at preſent placed, I have 
cc it 
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it not in my power to offer you a title 
and a fortune, but if you will conſent , 
to a private marriage, and to live here 
in the utmoſt privacy and ſecrecy, at 
my father's death, which moſt pro- 
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ſuſpected the ſnare, but ſuppoling ſhe 
ſhould be very ſhortly releaſed from her 
preſent confinement, was only ſolicitous 
to gain time, and replied, © I will con- 
&« ſider, my Lord, of your propoſal, and 
« return an anſwer in a few days.“ Ar- 
thur was delighted with the ſucceſs which 
he now imagined had attended his inſidi- 
ous offer, but his impatience brooked not 
delay, and he ſaid, A few days, my 
« angel! Do you conſider what an age a 


« bably will not be far diſtant, I ſhall 1 
ce take a pride in introducing you as the in 
te Baroneſs de Umfreville.“ Matilda, 9 
from what had been told her by Conrad, kk 

added to her own previous ſuſpicions, 9 
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ce day is to an expecting lover?“ Matilda 
immediately replied, Perhaps, my 
ce Lord, I may give you an anſwer to- 
c morrow.” Arthur ſeized her hand to 
convey it to his lips, but ſhe gently pulled 
it away, and not wiſhing to offer her the 
ſlighteſt offence, he reſpectfully retired, 
and repaired to his apartment in extaſy at 
the ſucceſs of his ſcheme, and determined 
to keep her ſecluded from all external 
intercourſe, and not again to admit her 
ſuppoſed brother, whoſe courage and pe- 
netration he feared. 

The Baron in the mean time could 
form no determination relative to the 
conduct he ought to purſue. He was 
afraid of inſtituting a purſuit ; and, from 
the tale related by Jaques, was convinced 
ſhe could not be in the dungeons below, 

1n which the horrors he had experienced 
when ſearching for her before ſtill appear- 
ed 
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ed in fearful recollection, and filled him 
with the utmoſt terror at the thought of 
again deſcending into them ; but in what 
manner the ſtrange men could enter the 
Eaſt Tower, and carry her off without 
the knowledge of the other females there, 
was to him an inexplicable myſtery. 
Ordering a double guard to be ſtationed 
at the dungeon door, and a ſtrict watch 
kept at the Caſtle gate, he retired for 
the night, abſorbed in melancholy and 
apprehenſion, in doubt and fear, —whilſt 
Conrad, maddening at the approach of 
night, paced his apartment with blackeſt 
melancholy upon his brow, and could 
form no plan, in the execution of which 
he might derive even the moſt diſtant 
hope of delivering his beloved Matilda, 
In the tempeſt of his mind he half de- 
termined to knock down the guards at 
the entrance of the dungeons, and drag- 
VOL, 11, 1 ging 
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ging them out at the private door, 
prevent them from giving any alarm by 
locking it upon them; but a double 
guard was ſtationed there, and the mad- 
neſs of the attempt appeared too glaring. 
Thus bereft of every hope of effecting 
his purpoſe, he paced his room for a 
conſiderable time nearly diſtracted, and 
at length, quite exhauſted, threw himſelf 
vpon the bed, and ſunk into a troubled 

ſleep. 
Matilda was wholly ignorant of the 
houſhold having been made priſoners by 
their maſter, and ſat at the window of her 
apartment anxiouſly expecting the ap- 
pearance of Conrad. Hour after hour 
paſſed away, and her alarm and agitation 
became extreme ;—perhaps the aſſiſtance 
he had rendered her in her eſcape had 
been diſcovered, and he immured in a 
dungeon, and deſtined to be ſacrifieed to 
the 
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the inſatiate vengeance of the Baron 
dreadful thought ! Perhaps too, he might 
be put to the torture to compel him to 
diſcover the place of her concealment. 
She trembled violently at the forebodings 


a p - - 
Fa »*%. . 
= 5 : $ 
P_ — 81 


of her imagination, and the dawn of day N 
that had frequently inſpired her with i 
cheerfulneſs and joy, now filled her with 1 
the moſt dreadful apprehenſions. if, 
Pale and melancholy from the anxiety a! 
and perturbation of her mind, and ex- Af 


> 


hauſted by want of reſt, ſhe called the 
female attendant, whom Arthur, with the 
aſſiſtance of Jaques, had provided for her, 
and charged her to tell the Lord Arthur 
of her extreme indiſpoſition, and retired 4 
to her chamber to obtain a little reſt, 
But the agitation of her mind allowed 
not of ſleep, and after a few broken 
flumbers ſhe aroſe ſcarcely refreſhed, and 
proceeded to the adjoining apartment 
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where ſhe had ſo anxiouſly waited the 
preceding night the appearance of Con- 
rad. | | 
She had not been long here before 
Arthur, who had been alarmed at hear- 
ing of her indiſpoſition, entered the room. 
Her pallid countenance, and the diminiſh- 
ed luſtre of her eye ſufficiently diſplayed 
her illneſs. © I was extremely ſorry, 
ce my lovely Matilda,” ſaid Arthur, “ to 
te hear of your indiſpoſition, but I hope 
cc you now feel yourſelf recovering.” 
« am obliged to your Lordſhip,” ſaid 
Matilda, whilſt the tear ſtarted into her 
eye, © I am conſiderably better.” © You 
« promiſed me, my angel,” ſaid Arthur, 
ce to-day an anſwer to my propoſal.” 
« Excuſe me, my Lord,” faid Matilda, 
ſtill aiming to gain time, © my indiſpo- 
« ſition has prevented me from giving 
« the ſubject that conſideration its impor- 
* tance 


THE MYSTERIOUS SEAL. 173 


te tance demands, and I muſt beg leave 
* to delay my reply.” Arthur was im- 
patient to carry into effect the inſidious 
ſcheme he had formed, but could not 
preſs Matilda for an anſwer, indiſpoſed as 
ſhe ſtill ſeemed to be, and therefore again 
retired to his own apartment, Matilda, 
when he was retiring from the room, ſaid, 
« I hope, my Lord, I may be permitted 
ce to ſee my brother again to-day,” To 
this Arthur aſſented, but was very far 
from intending to comply with her re- 
queſt. 

Matilda waited ſome time in anxious 
expectation of ſeeing Conrad enter the 
room, but diſappointed in this alſo, the 
moſt diſmal fears crowded upon her mind, 
and proceeding to one of the windows, 
ſhe ſtood fixed there for ſeveral hours in 
hopes of obſerving him. 

Conrad was equally anxious to converſe 


13 with 
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with his beloved Matilda, and account to 
her for the diſappointment ſhe had expe- 
rienced the preceding night, and aſcended 


for that purpoſe to the apartments of 
Arthur, But the latter had taken effec- 


tual precautions againſt the intruſion of 
ſo unwelcome a viſitor. One of his at- 
tendants met Conrad in an antichamber, 
and informed him his maſter was much 
indiſpoſed, and muſt not be diftu;bed. 
Unheeding, however, ſuch a relation, 
which he conceived to be merely a pre- 
text, he eagerly endeavoured to obtain 
admiſſion, but in vain; the doors were 
faſt, and no anſwer given to his repeated 
calls. At length he was compelled to 
retire, and proceeding to his apartment, 
yielded himſelf up a prey to filent deſpair. 
The Baron, whoſe waking thoughts and 
ſleeping dreams during the whole night had 
been directedtothe ſame point, thediſcovery 


of 
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of the means by which the eſcape of Matilda 
had been effected, aroſe in the morning 
with his mind ſull of the ſame ideas. The 
morning being fine, he determined to 
ride; but now, ſuſpicious of every one, 
he would not truſt the key of the Caſtle 
gates out of his poſſeſſion, and giving 
notice he ſhould confine his ride to the 
immediate environs of his manſion, he 
ordered his houſhold to make a certain 
ſignal in caſe there ſhould ariſe any ne- 
ceſſity for opening them, upon ſight of 
which he would immediately return. 

The domeſtics murmured, and ven- 
tured to remonſtrate, but the Baron was 
abſolute, and, harſhly interdicting all 
complaint, taking a few attendants with 
him, he locked the gates, and began his 
excurſion. 


The Baron, riding about his Caſtle in 


different directions, ſtill keeping at a ſhort 


I 4 diſtance 
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diſtance from it, at length rode very near 
that part of it where his ſon's apartments 
were ſituated. Accidentally looking up, 
a female figure bearing a great reſemblance 
to Matilda caught his eye. He looked 
again with a more keen gaze, and was 
convinced it was her.. Foaming with rage, 
and diſtracted with jealouſy, he impetu- 
ouſly rode to the Caſtle gates, and enter- 
ing his manſion, and proceeding to his 
apartment, was about indignantly to ſum- 
mon his ſon to his preſence, when Ar- 
thur ſtood before him. 

Arthur was ignorant of his father's 
excurſion, and had not the leaſt expec- 
tation of his quitting the Caſtle, and 
ſtruck with ſurpriſe at ſeeing him before 
the windows of his apartments, immedi- 
ately ran to that occupied by Matilda, 
to warn her from going near the windows, 
but it was too late. He had no ſooner 

entered 
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entered the room than he ſaw her ſtanding 
at the window, and his father gazing 
eagerly upon her. Matilda, whoſe mind 
was abſorbed in the contemplation of the 
danger in which Conrad was probably 
involved, did not at firſt ſee him. When 
he was looking at her the ſecond time, 
her eyes met his, and in the utmoſt 
confuſion and affright ſhe retired from the 
window without perceiving Arthur, who 
had juſt before entered the room, and now 
ſtruck with terror at the probable effects 
of his father's rage, immediately took his 
reſolution, and as ſoon as the Baron en- 

tered his apartment was there likewiſe. 
Before the Baron could open his mouth, 
Arthur began, Pray, my Lord,” ſaid 
he, © has any female eſcaped from the 
« Faſt Tower lately?“ The Baron, whoſe 
anger had boiled to the higheſt pitch, 
was ſurpriſed at the queſtion aſked at 
1 9 ſuch 
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ſuch a critical moment, and looking at 
his ſon for ſome time, at length demand- 
ed in turn, © Why do you aſk the queſ- 
ce tion? © Becauſe, my Lord,” replied 
Arthur, “ a day or two ago, when you 
cc was abſent with the retainers, leading 


ce them againſt the Baron de Montacute, 


« I was ſtanding at the Caſtle gate, being 
ce then much indiſpoſed, and having walk- 
ec ed there for the ſake of a little exerciſe 
te and air, two men maſked ſuddenly ſtood 
« by my ſide, and giving a female into 
ce my care, immediately diſappeared. It 
« ſeemed a very ſtrange circumſtance, and 
© not knowing who ſhe was, I conveyed 
« her to my apartments, where ſhe has 
e been ever ſince; but from ſome words 
© dropt by her to-day, I was induced to 
ce think ſhe had eſcaped from the Eaſt 
« Tower,” The Baron was highly 


pleaſed with the ignorance pretended by 


his 
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his ſon concerning the perſon of Matilda, 
and from the agreement of the latter's 
relation with the tale of Jaques, he be- 
came convinced of the reality of the 
reſcue, and concluded the men in maſks 
had miſtaken Arthur for an accomplice, 
and thus entruſted Matilda to his care. 
Exulting in the conſequence of their ſup- 
poſed miſtake, he immediately faid to his 
ſon, © She has been reſcued from the 
© Eaſt Tower, and in a manner I am at 
e aloſs to account for,” Arthur imme- 
diately ſaid, © I will lead her to you, my 
« Lord, directly ;” and immediately flew 
to his apartments to prepare the unfortu- 
nate Matilda for a return to her prifon; 
the Baron, eager to recover her, walked 
as faſt as he could after him, 

Arthur repaired ſwiftly to her chamber, 
and ſeizing her hand, informed her in a 
few words of what he had told the Baron, 
16 and 
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and added, « Your brother and me are 
te ſafe, and our ſcheme undiſcovered, do 
ce not betray us.” The ſight of the Ba- 
ron, and now the near proſpect of again 
returning to her dreadful priſon, cauſed a 
trembling agitation which had nearly 
overpowered the lovely unfortunate, and 
with difficulty could Arthur preſerve her 
from falling to the ground. But his laſt 
words ſtill vibrated upon her ear, and the 
ſafety of Conrad conveyed a delicious ſen- 
fation to her boſom, which ſerved to alle- 
viate a ſmall part of the pangs fhe now 

flee: 5 
The Baron arrived at his ſon's apart- 
ments, and met him conducting Matilda 
ſcarcely alive through them. He imme- 
diately ſeized her hand, and conducting 
her to his apartments, before he led her 
again to her priſon, began to interrogate 
her concerning the manner of her eſcape ; 
ſhe 
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ſhe recollected the words of Arthur, that 
Conrad was ſafe and the ſcheme undiſco- 
vered, and took care to re-echo the tale 
of the men maſked, and of her being 
delivered to the care of Arthur de Um- 
freville, adding that ſhe was carried off 
without her conſent. 

The tale of the forcible entry made by 
the men in maſks, was now ſo ſtrongly 
ſupported that the Baron no longer heſi- 
tated to believe, and was only at a loſs 
to account for the manner in which it 
had been done, and the cauſe of the at- 
tempt. Matilda ſeeing him abſorbed in 
reverie, thought it a good opportunity to 
retire, and he did not oppoſe her re- 
treat. 

Repairing to her chamber, ſhe felici- 


tated herſelf upon the ſafety which ſhe 


was taught to believe was enjoyed by 
Conrad, and though immerſed in woe, 
ſtill 
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woe, ſtill cheriſhed the hope of again 
eſcaping, in conſequence of the decep- 
tion that had been played off upon the 
Baron, who ſuppſing her to have been 
the victim of force, rather than the wil- 
ling partner of thoſe by whom ſhe had 
been reſcued, did not attempt to confine 
her, but truſted to the ſtrong guard he 
had ſtationed, to prevent another attempt 
of the like nature. 

Pierre and Marianne, during the con- 
tinual hurry and agitation in which the 
Baron had lately been plunged, were 
nearly forgotten; he now however, re- 
ſolved, by putting them to the torture, 
to endeavour to learn ſomething which 
might tend to elucidate the conſpiracy 
that appeared to have. been formed for 
the purpoſe of carrying off Matilda, and 
 grdered them to be brought before him. 
Trembling they appeared, and the Ba- 


ron 
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ron ſummoning all his domeſtics be- 
fore his tribunal, again interrogated the 
culprits concerning the conſpiracy in 
which they had been accomplices. Each 
truly denied all knowledge of what was 
Jaid to their charge; and the enraged 
Baron ordered the inſtruments of torture 
to be made ready, Marianne ſcreamed 
and fainted at the found, and Pierre 
trembling fell upon his knees, and ſo- 
lemnly proteſted he was innocent of what 
was imputed to him. | 
RecolleCting the note, the Baron pul- 
led it from his pocket, and giving it 
unto Jaques, ordered him to hand it 
round to all the domeſtics preſent, that 
they might declare their knowledge, or 
ignorance of the hand-writing. One of 
them, who happened accidentally to have 
ſeen ſome of the writing of Conrad, ſaid 


he 
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he believed it to have been written by 
him. 

The name forcibly ſtruck the mind of 
the Baron, and turning to Colin, who 
was preſent, he demanded in tones of 
anger, Is this the hand- writing of your 
« ſon?” Colin afraid of being involved 
in the ſtorm that ſeemed now to be ga- 
thering around the devoted. head of Con- 
rad, immediately replied, © Pleaſe your 
« Lordſhip he is not my ſon.” Not 
« your fon!” returned the Baron, and a 
thouſand fearful apprehenſions darted at 
once into his mind. No, my Lord,“ 
continued Colin, © He came accidentally 
te to my cottage, a little before I came. 
ce here, and wiſhing to journey here along 
« with me, it was agreed he ſhould paſs 


« for my ſon.” The Baron now at once 
ſaw the extent of the deception, of which 
he had been the dupe, and immediately 

| ſent 
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ſent one party of domeſtics to make him 
priſoner, whilſt others ſearched his room, 
and brought to their maſter whatever was 
found there. Ns 

Conrad had locked himſelf up in his 
room, to partake in ſilent ſadneſs of the 
luxury of woe, when the domeſtics arriv- 
ed ; and their maſter's commands admit- 
ting not of delay, they immediately broke 
open the door, and a number of them 
held him faſt, whilſt the others commen- 
ced a ſearch in his apartment. 

He now concluded his efforts for the 
deliverance of Matilda had been diſcover- 
ed, and that he was to anſwer for them 
with his life. Deſpairing, as he now did, 
of her releaſe, life was become a burden, 
and he contemplated even, with ſome 
joy, the proſpect of a ſpeedy diſſolution. 
Careleſs of what was to become of him, 


he ſaid not a word, and gloomily looked 


on, 
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on, whilſt thoſe employed in the ſearch, 
aſſiduouſly purſued their intent, and foon 
diſcovered the maſk he had worn when 
traverſing the ſubterranean paſſages, with 
palpitating eagerneſs to deliver his Ma- 
tilda, and the keys which Arthur had 
formerly given him, when they were 
unitedly purſuing the ſame deſign. 

The domeſtics who had found them, 
immediately carried in triumph the maſk. 
and the keys to the Baron, whilſt as he 
had given no orders for Conrad to be 
brought before him, the others remained 
holding him ſecurely a priſoner. 

Arthur who was now in the room, and 
had learnt with fearful aſtoniſhment, that 
Conrad was not the brother of Matilda, 
turned pale at the ſight of the maſk and 
the keys, and trembled left he himſelf 


ſhould be involved in the terrible effects 


of his father's rage. 


The 
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The Baron, at the ſight of what was 
brought to him by his domeſtics, immedi- 
ately perceived that Conrad was one of 
thoſe who had aſſiſted Matilda, but anx- 
ouſly eager to know who had joined 
him, and trembling with rage at the ſame 
time, a prey to all the maddening tor- 
tures of jealouſy, was about to order him 
to be brought before his tribunal; but 
recollecting the ſecret of her exiſtence, 
and afraid of its becoming expoſed to his 
domeſtics, he heſitated, when Arthur per- 
ceiving his own life to be ſuſpended by a 
thread, and tremblingly afraid that if 
Conrad was brought into the preſence of 
the Baron, himſelf would be impeached, 
and involved in equal danger, whilſt he 
maddened with rage againſt his rival, by 
whom he conſidered himſelf to have been 
duped, immediately interfered: © There 

cannot be the leaſt doubt, my Lord,” 
ſaid 
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ſaid Arthur, « that Conrad is the traitor 
« who forcibly entered the dungeons, 
ce and reſcued the female, whom he 1g- 
cc norantly entruſted to my care. As to 
© the aid he received, it is of no conſe- 
* quence, his aſſiſtant was moſt probably 
ce only an innocent inſtrument for his 
s deſigns, and the guilt of Conrad is ſo 
* apparent, that I humbly ſubmit, my 
“ Lord, it would be only a mockery to 
« inſtitute a trial for its diſcovery.” 
Influenced, in ſome meaſure, by his 
ſon's harangue, but ſtill more by the fear 
of expoſing to his domeſtics the black 
villainy of his conduct, he formed the 
horrid reſolution of confining Conrad in 
the dungeon beneath the Weſt Tower, 
which was univerſally believed to be 
haunted, and where no human being had 
ſet his foot for years paſt, and giving 
him ſome proviſions, leave him there, 
| | until 
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until he determined by what means his 
deſtruction, which he now reſolved upon, 
ſhould be accompliſhed. | 
He immediately imparted to thoſe 
around him, the former part of his reſo- 
lution, whilſt he carefully -concealed the 
latter, and giving to his ſon the key of 
the door that led to the ſubterraneous 
apartments beneath the Weſtern Tower, 
commanded him to carry Conrad thither, 
and, leaving him proviſions for ſeveral 
days, carefully lock the door and bring 
back the key to him. 
Arthur, though hardened in depra- 
vity, was at a loſs how to execute the 
orders of his father. He feared to 


n | 
: face the man whom he had ſo cruelly 
6 deceived and injured, and at length deter- 


mined to ſend forward the domeſtics with 
him, and commanding them to place 
_ him in the caverns deſtined for his 
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reſidence, whilſt himſelf followed at a 
diſtance, and having ſeen him carried 
down carefully locked the door; having 
thus determined, he immediately with- 
drew to execute his father's commands. 

Marianne, who had recovered in time 
to hear the circumſtances of the charge 
againſt Conrad, now perceived the means 
of exculpating herſelf, and immediately 
ſaid, © I now know, pleaſe your Lord- 
ce ſhip, that Conrad was the perſon who 
© carried me off from the Eaſt Tower 
ce by miſtake, and, in endeavouring to 
« return, I was ſeized by the Baron de 
«© Montacute.“ This appeared ſo highly 
probable, from every circumſtance, that 
the Baron did not heſitate to believe it, 
and, releaſing her from her preſent im- 
priſonment, led her himſelf to her old 
apartments. 

Pierre alone remained, who attribut- 


ing 
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ing his impriſonment to Jaques, for the 
purpoſe of putting him out of the way, 
that the latter might execute ſome ſcheme 
he had formed, immediately began to 
accuſe him of being an accomplice with 
Conrad in his crimes; but his accuſa- 
tions, being vague and unſupported, 
gained no credit with his maſter, though 
they ſerved to infule freſh ſuſpicions into 
his breaſt, The conſpiracy was now, in 
a great meaſure, developed, though ſome 
circumſtances relative to it till remained 
a myſtery which the Baron was at a loſs 
to penetrate, There was no evidence, 
however, againſt Pierre, except the pre- 
tended diſcoveries of Jaques; but from 
what had been told him, by that domeſ- 
tic, he ſuppoſed that Pierre knew of, or 
ſuſpected, the exiſtence of Matilda, and 
he determined to prevent him from com- 
municating with the reſt of the houſe- 


hold, 
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hold, by ſtill con 
geon to which he 
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ce js ſtill alive, and confined within the 
ce walls of this caſtle.” 

Not a few who were preſent imagined 
the voice to proceed from the depth of 
the caverns in which they were about to 
immerſe Conrad a forlorn and unhappy 
priſoner, and it penetrated all with fearful 
diſmay. Arthur became alarmed at the 
delay which had enſued, and at the effect 
which the ſhort but forcible harangue 
of Conrad might poſſibly have upon the 
minds of thoſe who ſurrounded him. He 
did not dare to ſound his voice loud upon 


their ears, and at length whiſpered one 


of the retainers that the Baron was ap- 
proaching, and would infallibly puniſh 
their delay in the execution of his com- 
mands. The whiſper ran from ear to 


ear, and a general alarm enſued, which 


reaching the perſon who had poſſeſſion 


of the key, he at length, trembling with 
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fear, opened the door, and along with 
thoſe who accompanied him inſtinctively 
| ſtarted back; many were firmly per- 
ſuaded they had ſeen a ſpectre upon the 
ſtairs, and it was only the fear of the Ba- 
ron's approach, which Arthur induſtri- 
ouſly circulated from his concealment, 
that induced thoſe who held Conrad, 
fearfully to deſcend into the gloomy man- 
ſions, whilſt another conveyed thither the 
proviſions intended for him. 

A ſudden fear ſeized them upon the 
ſtairs, and, puſhing Conrad to a con- 
ſiderable diſtance, they dropped the pro- 
viſions, and haſtily returned, pale and 
trembling with fear, whilſt Arthur in- 
ſtantly flew to the door and locked it 
faſt, He immediately conveyed the key 
to his father, who ſeizing it with eager- 
neſs, inſtantly fixed his determination 
that the unfortunate Conrad ſhould never 


More 
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more retrace his ſteps from the gloom 
and darkneſs in which he was now in- 
volved, 

Arthur having retired, and the Baron 
being, in ſome meaſure, relieved from the 
terror to which he had lately been a vic- 
tim, retired to the apartment devoted to 
his pleaſures, and ſent for Matilda, who 
was yet ignorant of the dreadful danger 
that now environed her Conrad, whom 
ſhe fondly fancied was ſtill ſafe, and his 
efforts made for her deliverance remain- 
ing undiſcovered, The Baron, convinced 
of the potency of his rival's ſpells upon 
the affections of Matilda, was eager to 
triumph over her diſtreſs, and emphati- 
cally and ironically ſaid, © My lovely 
cc Matilda, you may now be at eaſe for 
ce the remainder of your life, your bro- 
te ther will make no further attempt to 
& reſcue you from my arms.” 


K 2 Matilda 
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— Matilda was alarmed at his expreſſion, 
but imagining it was only a concerted 
plan, inſidiouſly to obtain from her a 
confeſſion of the real circumſtances at- 
tendant upon her eſcape, immediately 
ſaid, © My brother, my Lord, was wholly 
« unconcerned in my reſcue.—“ Yes, 
e my love,” ſaid the Baron, I know 
& he was; it was your lover that led you 
« unreluctant away.“ A thunderbolt 
could not have given a greater ſhock-to 
the unfortunate Matilda; ſhe looked upon 
the Baron with wild affright, and her 
convulſive trembling penetrating him with 
fear, he ſtarted from his ſeat, and was 
about to ſummon aſſiſtance, when a flood 
of tears came to her relief, and, in ſome 
meaſure, eaſed the acuteneſs of her an- 
guiſh. | | 

| Her tears he enjoyed, whilſt at the 
ſame time they conveyed rage to his 
mind, 
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mind, at the love for his deteſted rival, 
to which they muſt be attributed. Matil- 
da wept with unceaſing grief; all the dan- 
gers, in which her beloved Conrad was 
now probably involved, crowded thick 
upon her mind, and ſhe already ſaw him, 


in imagination, racked with the moſt - 


cruel torments, and expiring a ſacrifice 
to love. The imaginary ſight almoſt over- 
powered her tender frame, and, kneeling 


at the feet of the Baron, ſhe piteouſly 


implored his mercy for her beloved Con- 
rad. The charms which ſhone through 
her diſtreſs delighted and inflamed his 


imagination, whilſt her piteous intrea- 


ties, for his rival, impregnated his boſom. 


with maddening jealouſy. - 
The thought of making her love ſub- 
ſervient to his deſires now darted into his 


mind, and raiſing her from the ground, 
he ſaid, „Les, my lovely Matilda, the 
K 3 « means 
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ce means of ſaving the life of Conrad are 
&© in your own power.” O name them, 
* my Lord!” {aid Matilda with trembling 
eagerneſs. © If he is at all dear to you” 
ſaid the Baron, heſitating, e you will not 
te make the leaſt objection to uſe them.“ 
Matilda now ſuſpected his intentions, and 
liſtened in ſilent deſpair. He pauſed and 
heſitated, whilſt Matilda remained in pal- 
pitating ſuſpenſe ; at length, he broke 
the ſilence, and ſaid, © Let the enjoyment 
« of your charms be my recompence, 
« and the life of your Conrad ſhall be 
* preſerved. Matilda ſtarted with hor- 
ror at the propoſal, and indignantly re- 
plied, Conrad would die rather than 
e purchaſe life at the expence of my diſ- 
* honour, and I ſhould diſgrace him by 
« accepting ſo baſe a propoſal.“ Then, 
« Matilda,“ ſaid the Baron, whilſt rage 
ſparkled in his eyes, * you have ſealed 
| « his 
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« his doom.” Indignant at his baſe and 
diſhonourable offer, ſhe diſdained to im- 
plore again her haughty and mercileſs 
tyrant, even for the life of Conrad, and 
replied to the taunt of the Baron: If 
« he muſt die, my Lord, he will meet 
cc death amid the conſciouſneſs of virtue, 
e and ſhall not be long ſurvived by the 
te ſorrowing partner of his love, whilſt 
* remorſe will tear the hearts of our per- 

e ſecutors, and render miſery their daily 
ce portion.“ The reply of Matilda ſtruck 
a dagger into his mind; he too fearfully 
experienced the remorſe ſhe had pour- 
trayed, and unable to appeaſe the terror 
with which her anſwer had inſpired him, 
permitted her to retire to her apartment, 
Determining no longer to implore 
compaſſion from the man ſhe deteſted, 
but treat him with repulſive contempt, | 
Matilda repaired to her chamber, and, 
locking 
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locking the door, threw herſelf into a 
chair, a prey to all the horrors of the moſt 
_ gloomy deſpair, . and with a fixed purpoſe 
of never again departing from the room 
where ſhe ſat. The figure of Conrad 
appeared to her imagination, . pallid and 
ghaſtly, bleeding at every pore, from the 
tortures inflicted by the mercileſs ſatellites 
of the Baron, and, fixing his hollow eyes 
upon her, expiring in her ſight. She- 
| ſcreamed with terror, and haſtily riſing 
from her chair, could ſcarcely believe it 
was only the illuſion of fancy. Again he 
appeared, and ſeemed to plead in the. 
agonies of pain and diſtreſs, for her to 
ſave his life by accepting the baſe propo- 
ſal of the Baron. Melted by his intreaties, 
ſhe was about to fly to her tyrant, and 
offer herſelf a willing victim to preſerve. 
the life of the dear object of her 
affections. Returning reaſon called her 

back, 
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back, and the pride of virtue looked 
down with deteſtation and contempt upon 
the act. Piety, © meek-eyed maid,” now 
came to her relief, and looking forward 
to an union with her Conrad, where no 
crimes could endanger their happineſs, 
and no evils infeſt their peace, ſhe became 
gradually reſigned to her fate; and, con- 
ſcious of virtue and innocence, viewed 
with calm exultation her removal from a 
ſcene of-miſery and trouble. 


END OF VOL, II. 
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